dy Jane Birdwood 











NO DENYING 
THE,TRUTH 


The David Irving trial in London 

presented one of the most emotive 

subjects to be heard in a London 
courtroom. With the Holocaust as the 
central issue of contention, it became 
more than just a libel trial. It was 
about truth, reason and history. 
Holocaust Denial contains an in-depth look 
The David irving trial and international revisionism at the man who claims that the Holocaust, 

Edited by Kate Taylo| 2S we understand it, did not happen. This 

new publication from Searchlight analyses 
the life of David Irving, the evidence that was 
_.{ Presented in court, and the consequences of 
~_4 the verdict. 
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s atrocities to have taken place in the 
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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Remembering all the victims of racism 

and fascism 

Controversy over the Holocaust has received much pub- 
licity recently. With the exception of Holocaust deniers, 
who are apologists for the Nazi regime, the topic is one 
that should and needs to be discussed and debated. 

The mass industrial murder of the Jewish and Gypsy 
peoples was a unique event in world history. However, 
racism and genocide have been practised against many 
other peoples historically and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, continue to be practised today. In spite of the rev- 
elations of the extermination camps, antisemitism, 
racism and genocide did not disappear with the defeat 
of Nazi Germany in 1945. This is why in our view it is not 
only the Holocaust that needs to be remembered but all 
those who have suffered in the name of racism and fas- 
cism. 

The imperialist powers carried out the most heinous 
racist crimes as they divided up the globe, and the 
legacy of imperialism continues to scar international 
and race relations today. It is right that the Holocaust is 
given a prominent place in history, the fact that this is 
starting to happen should be used as an opportunity to 
highlight other racist atrocities as well. 


The dangers looming 

The British National Party vote in the Bexley council by- 
election is a timely reminder of the rising tide of racism 
in this country. That, coupled with the deplorable dis- 
play of xenophobia and nationalism by English football 
fans in Belgium, demonstrates so graphically the strug- 
gle we still face. 

And it is likely to get worse as the BNP presents itself 
as ever more respectable. The BNP has already 
announced its intention to contest the West Bromwich 
parliamentary by-election. following the retirement of 
Betty Boothroyd, the Speaker of the House, and a vote in 
excess of 10% is well possible. With the publicity the by- 
election will gain, a sizeable BNP vote will provide an 
incredible boost to the party. The political parties may 
publicly condemn the BNP but it is the void left by their 
policies that has enabled the racists to move in. 


Stop Press 

Government officials have confirmed that the BNP 
failed to declare their London Mayoral election 
expenses, putting them in breach of the Representation 
of the People Act. This leaves them open to a legal chal- 
lenge from other political parties or from individuals. 
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Last month, the British National 
Party’s National Organiser 
launched his most forthright and 
public attack on John Tyndall, the 
former BNP leader. In an act that 
may well backfire on the new 
leadership, Tony Lecomber 
accuses Tyndall of disloyalty and 
dishonesty, and even insinuates 
theft. However, by washing the 
party’s dirty linen in public, 
Lecomber could not only face a 
backlash from the party’s rank 
and file, but open it to greater 
scrutiny from tax and benefit 
inspectors. 
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A From 
boredom to 
emnity 

Tony Lecomber 
yawns as John 
Tyndall speaks 


National Party has finally erupted in a quite public 

row after Tony Lecomber, the BNP National 
Activities Organiser and editor of its newspaper, Voice of 
Freedom, launched a vicious attack on the party’s former 
leader, John Tyndall. Writing in his irregular magazine, 
Patriot, Lecomber attacks Tyndall’s financial misman- 
agement of the BNP while he was leader and his obstruc- 
tive manner since his election defeat almost a year ago. 

“His conduct since has been nothing short of dis- 
graceful,” writes Lecomber. “First he has revealed that he 
is not a man of honour. He has reneged upon his prom- 
ise to show the party’s accounts to this editor - a prom- 
ise he made in front of a packed BNP leadership election 
meeting; he has refused to furnish the new party 
Chairman with these same accounts as he is legally 
bound to do, or even discuss the matter with the party’s 
National Treasurer, Michael Newland!” 

Lecomber lists a number of charges against Tyndall, 
ranging from not keeping adequate accounts while 
leader and financial inconsistencies in the funding of 
the European election campaign, to withholding money 
and bank books from the party since being deposed. 

Tyndall is even accused of wanting to see the BNP 
decline. “It is a sad fact that this man suffers from such 
an overweening sense of ego and self-importance that 
he'd rather see the party destroyed than see it prosper 
without him,” Lecomber asserted. “This is a truly 
hideous character flaw. Mr Tyndall’s talk of reconcilia- 
tion in the light of his attempted sabotage is laughable.” 

The background to Lecomber’s assault on Tyndall is 
the tension still running high in the party since the lead- 
ership election last September. There is considerable 
anger over Tyndall’s refusal to hand over bank accounts 
and the sizeable legacy left to him — but widely acknowl- 
edged as being for the benefit of the BNP - by John 
Lawson, which is believed to be more than £100,000. 

However, the nature of Lecomber’s attack signifies a 
more Machiavellian plot to discredit Tyndall and blame 
him for the continuing deficiencies in the party organi- 
sation. While Tyndall has resigned himself to never lead- 
ing the party again, he continues to enjoy support from 
a significant minority in the party, including a number of 
people who are becoming increasingly unhappy with 
the present lack of party activity. Despite very 
respectable local election results, a mood of frustration 
is enveloping wider sections of the rank and file, includ- 
ing regions that strongly supported Griffin's takeover. As 
reported last month, what remains of the West Country 
region has expressed its anger towards Griffin and 
increasing resentment over the amount of money local 
members are contributing to party funds without seeing 
obvious benefits. Similar frustration is being voiced in 
the north of England. 

Stung by such criticisms, Lecomber has launched his 
most bitter and vocal attack on Tyndall, hoping to shift 
the blame away from any leadership deficiencies onto 
the former leader. But Lecomber is being more than a lit- 
tle disingenuous. 

While serious questions of fraud and financial impro- 
priety hang over Tyndall’s leadership of the BNP, 
Lecomber and the new regime can hardly claim to be 
blameless. It is true that Tyndall has no party accounts 
for the period he ran the leadership, but Lecomber 
seemed quite happy with the BNP’s constitution and the 
manner in which the party was run for 15 years. Not 
once during this period did Lecomber voice concerns 
over the accounts or the general lack of accountability to 
the membership. In fact, he was a key advocate of the 
old constitution. It only became an issue in the run up to 
the leadership contest, where it was used against 
Tyndall. 

Lecomber is not above cheating the books himself. As 
reported in Searchlight last autumn, he was one of a 
number of BNP officials to benefit from party funds 
while claiming state benefit. 


ys Voces FEUD at the top of the British 


Tyndall for his part has enjoyed writing about the legal 
and organisational difficulties that the new leadership 
has experienced, but this pales into insignificance com- 
pared to the plotting and scheming by Lecomber and 
Griffin. Lecomber is correct in his assertion that sales of 
Tyndall’s publication, Spearhead, have plummeted since 
he lost control of the party, but this is in no small part 
down to Lecomber. Regional and branch organisers 
have been ordered not to sell the magazine at local party 
events, and it is no longer advertised in the new party 
publications, Identity and Voice of Freedom. So rather 
than branches “shunning his spiteful publication’, 
Tyndall is the victim of an orchestrated boycott cam- 
paign. 

Indeed, aside from occasional critical and sarcastic 
remarks in Spearhead, Tyndall has been relatively digni- 
fied in his defeat. Unlike Griffin and party press officer 
Mike Newland, who regularly briefed journalists against 
the incumbent leader during the leadership contest, and 
Lecomber who issued quite personal attacks including 
charges of alcoholism, Tyndall refused to denounce his 
opponents publicly. He could quite easily have exploited 
the admission by the former National Front organiser, 
Martin Webster, of his four-year gay affair with Griffin 
but, despite being invited to do so by numerous journal- 
ists, declined to wash party linen in public. 

All this is in sharp contrast to Lecomber’s claim that 
“John Tyndall pulled out all the stops to hang on to the 
top position within the party”. 

In attacking Tyndall so openly, Lecomber has obvi- 
ously calculated that party members are so disen- 
chanted with its former leader that he can now be totally 
discredited. But he is playing a dangerous game. While 
the forceful manner of his attack will undoubtedly 
please many supporters, it may well alienate others. 
Party branches across the country continue to invite 
Tyndall to speak, despite leadership directives to shun 
him. Although few BNP regions support Tyndall over 
Griffin, he is acknowledged to be a far better public 
speaker, able to whip up an audience in a way that is 
quite beyond Griffin. 

Over the past few months Tyndall has spoken in the 
West and East Midlands, South Wales and South 
London. Many of the people who attended these meet- 
ings will be uncomfortable with Lecomber’s attack. They 
may accept the charges of financial mismanagement, 
but would prefer, as the leadership did until recently, 
that the party move on and draw a line under the past. 

Lecomber’s article also threatens to attract public 
attention and scrutiny to the financial irregularities. By 
contradicting Tyndall’s public claim to have burnt all his 
accounts, by revealing that the figures for the European 
election fund simply do not add up and that Tyndall’s 
strange accounting system, which meant invoices for 
party publications were issued to Tyndall’s own private 
company, Lecomber risks an investigation by the Inland 
Revenue. This could damage not only the former leader, 
but the party itself, which would have to meet any finan- 
cial penalties, like it has already had to do over Alf 
Waites’s successful legal action against the BNP for work 
he did for Tyndall in the early 1990s. 

At the beginning of this year Griffin publicly 
announced that he was initiating legal proceedings 
against Searchlight for alleging financial irregularities. 
Despite a high profile statement, including reference in 
a members’ bulletin to a “trial of the year”, Searchlight 
has heard nothing. Griffin was eventually advised that 
opening the party to outside scrutiny, which would have 
meant full disclosure of its entire financial affairs, 
including all private donations and merchandising 
sales, would be more trouble than it was worth, espe- 
cially as it would have revealed the truth of many of 
Searchlight’s claims. Six months on, it seems that rather 
than providing the final nail in Tyndall’s political career, 
Lecomber has given reasonable grounds for such an 
outside scrutiny. 
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A Tony Benn 
“Our lives have 
been enriched by 
those who have 
come here from 
other countries” 


ADE } 


/HE GROWING feeling against the ugly spectre of 






racism in Britain was manifested in the enormous 
demonstration above held on 24 June in Geraldine 
Mary Harmsworth Park. The park, next to the Imperial 
War Museum in south London, was filled to overflowing 
with people protesting at the treatment of asylum seek- 
ers writes Renee Sams. 

The United Nations Commissioner for Refugees has 
rightly condemned the Conservatives for playing the 
race card in the run-up to the local elections. The 
Labour government has also come under fire for char- 
acterising asylum seekers as “bogus” and for introduc- 
ing a voucher system to replace cash benefits. 

Ten thousand joined the march organised by the 
Committee to Defend Asylum Seekers and backed by s 
the National Civil Rights Movement and The 
Monitoring Project. Also showing their support was a 
large number of trade unionists including members of 
the NUJ London Magazine Branch, the Manufacturing 
Science and Finance Union, UNISON, Connect, and 
communications workers. 

Swelling the numbers in the park was a more than 
7,000-strong demonstration of Kurdish people calling 
for the release of Abdullah Ocalan, who is being held in 
solitary confinement in a Turkish prison awaiting a final 
ruling from the European Court of Human Rights. 
According to his lawyers, is suffering from health prob- 
lems from being kept in poor conditions. 

Addressing the combined rally, Tony Benn, MP 
reminded the audience of the long struggle of the 
Kurdish people for peace and justice: “They were badly 
treated by the British government after the First World 
War and are now being badly treated by the Turkish gov- 
ernment”. 

On the question of race relations he declared: “You 
cannot have peace without social justice,” and called for 
the scapegoating of asylum seekers to be stopped. 

This issue impacts upon the whole future of politics 
in Britain and Benn recalled his early days when as a 
boy he saw Mosley and his fascists march in London. In 
Germany Hitler had promised the people full employ- 
ment, but it came at a price. That price was millions of 
Jews murdered in the Holocaust and the millions who 
were killed in the Second World War. “We must not let 
that happen again,” he stressed. 

He also spoke of the mixed heritage of Britain which 
has accepted people from many backgrounds over 
many decades: “We have always benefited from these 
people. Our lives have been enriched by those who have 
come here from other countries”. 

Before the Second World War, a quarter of the world 
was ruled from Westminster, Benn reminded the audi- 
ence, declaring that everyone should “learn lessons 
from imperialism and not allow ourselves to be divided 





by racism ... If you can get working people to blame 
each other then the rich and privileged will not feel 
themselves threatened ... We are all members of one 
race.” He called for “the building and strengthening of 
the campaign to defend asylum seekers to make it into 
a campaign that no government dare ignore”. 

The plight of asylum seekers was highlighted at a 
meeting in London’s Conway Hall on 1 June. 

Suresh Grover, chair of the National Civil Rights 
Movement, an organisation sparked by the struggle for 
justice by the Stephen Lawrence family, said that 
despite the Macpherson report, “there has been no 
decrease in racial attacks”. 

Police figures confirm there were 23,000 recorded 
racist attacks last year, which Mr Grover said, “was 100 
per cent up on the previous year, simply because people 
are a different colour or religion or asylum seekers. 

“Asylum seekers are also suffering from institutional 
racism. Little has been said about those in detention 
and nothing has been done. Those who are responsible 
sit in the House of Commons.” 

The threat of deportation hangs over thousands of 
asylum seekers and immigration officials are in no 
hurry to make decisions and let refugees know their 
fate. “George”, one of several asylum seekers on the plat- 
form, told of the appalling situation that forced him into 
leaving Cameroon, where he was born and bought up. 

He arrived in Britain nearly 10 years ago and despite 
many visits to immigration offices and talks with offi- 
cials, he explained, sadly “I still do not know what is 
going to happen to me”. 

Prison inmates from ethnic minorities not only suffer 
discrimination by prison warders, who are mainly 
white, but are also the target of racism from other pris- 
oners. 

Only a few weeks ago, Zahid Mubarek, was placed in a 
cell with a known racist thug the day before he was due 
to be released from Feltham young offenders’ institu- 
tion. He was brutally attacked and later died in hospital. 

Civil rights lawyer Gareth Pierce spoke of the case of 
Satpal Ram, “wrongly convicted of murder after defend- 
ing himself from racist attack’. He should have been 
released on parole many years ago and has constantly 
fought against the injustice of his conviction and the 
prison system. 

“He has endured being moved around the prison sys- 
tem until his family hardly know where he is from one 
day to the other plus many savage beatings and attacks. 
To this day Satpal maintains his innocence and is con- 
tinuing to challenge his conviction.” 

The racist treatment of asylum seekers who have fled 
the effects of war, persecution and oppression in their 
own countries in order to find refuge in Britain is 
increasingly being condemned as inhuman. 
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BNP beats\Tori 


in Kent by-electi 
by Nick Lowles 


Party bore fruit last month when the party beat the 

Conservatives into third place in a council by-elec- 
tion in the North End ward of Bexley, Kent. While Colin 
Smith, the BNP candidate, came well behind the win- 
ning Labour candidate, the result represents a worrying 
trend. 

This was clear progress for the BNP which secured 
more votes in one council ward than it achieved in the 
whole constituency in the 1997 general election, when it 
obtained 429 votes, a 0.89% share. By the 1999 European 
elections, its vote in the constituency had risen to 2.09%. 

The party’s 26.2% of the North End vote, compares 
favourably with the 23% it gained in Tipton Green, 
Sandwell, 21% in Burnley and 16% in Dudley in the 
recent local elections. On the same day a BNP candidate 
secured 30,000 votes in the election for mayor of 
London, while the party’s list in in the London Assembly 
election performed better, gaining 47,000 votes. 

Although the Bexley success came on a voter turnout 
of only 19%, it nevertheless shows that a growing num- 
ber of people are willing to switch allegiance to an 
overtly racist party. 

It is unlikely that the BNP will manage to retain these 
voters in a general election. However, as Searchlight 
reported last month, the next general election, likely to 
be some time next year, is now playing second fiddle to 
local contests. Not only does the BNP believe it can 
secure a far greater vote in local elections, it thinks it can 
build a far more effective base through these votes than 
by prioritising national elections. Focusing on local elec- 
tions also brings the benefit of considerable publicity. 
Despite its strong showing in the London elections, the 
BNP received no media coverage, even in the London 
local press. While the BNP is convinced this is the result 
of a conspiratorial cover-up by the establishment, the 
reality is that its 2.7% vote was dwarfed by the votes of 
the major political parties and was simply not consid- 
ered newsworthy. 

The BNP worked the North End ward harder than any 
of its rivals. In the weeks leading up to the poll, the local 
branch was out at least three times a week, pushing 


Te: GROWING respectability of the British National 





leaflets and newspapers through doors. In contrast, few 
of the other candidates ran anything that could be called 
an effective campaign. 

That said, the BNP result cannot be put down simply 
to its campaign activity, but represents wider changes to 
the party and the political climate. The BNP campaign 
reflected the growing professionalism of the party; its 
full colour leaflets being in sharp contrast to the tatty 
newsheets it would once have distributed. The smartly 
dressed canvassing teams were a world away from the 
boot boy thugs who only a few years ago would have 
pounded the streets in accompaniment. 

The BNP also benefited from the racist hysteria and 
lies that have swept much of the media and politicians 
in recent months over the asylum issue. The BNP litera- 
ture distributed during this election focused almost 
entirely on the issue. 

Stung by the Bexley result, even some at Conservative 
Party Central Office now privately admit that its use of 
the race card backfired badly. Not that this will necessar- 
ily prevent the Conservatives using it again, as others 
have recognised that the vast majority of BNP votes 
come from traditional Labour supporters rather than its 
own voter base. The race card certainly benefited the 
Conservative Party in Essex, a county with a number of 
key marginal seats it needs to win back if it is to have any 
chance of winning the next election. 

The BNP result should act as a reminder to all anti- 
racists and anti-fascists of the perils of ignoring the fas- 
cists. Although the National Front holds high profile 
public marches and other stunts across the country, the 
main threat comes from the BNP, which, in targeting 
local elections in a far more professional manner, threat- 
ens to attract an increasing number of voters. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF BEXLEY 
North End ward by-election 6 July 2000 





Labour 772 (44.3%) ares he 
BNP _ 456 (26.2%) 
Conservative 414 (23.8%) 
Liberal Democrat 99 (5.7%) 
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Old and new 
Colin Smith 
as a teenager 
sporting a 
swastika 
armband ... 
and today 


Hooligans go into battle for 





England...again 


wies 


Te: VIOLENCE that accompanied England’s sorry 





participation in this summer's Euro 2000 football 

championships has led to the introduction of a law 
that is hoped will prevent such trouble occurring again. 
Setting out his proposals the Home Secretary Jack Straw 
claimed that the measures will get rid of “once and for all 
the obnoxious taint of hooliganism’. 

The legislation will give the police on-the-spot powers 
to stop suspected troublemakers from leaving the coun- 
try before and during an international football competi- 
tion. New 10-year banning orders will be made to pre- 
vent hooligans attending matches at home and abroad, 
an extension of the current procedure which must spec- 
ify one or the other and for a shorter period, and these 
bans can be imposed on anyone convicted of a violence- 
related offence even if it has nothing to do with football. 
It will even be possible to ban those suspected of caus- 
ing trouble though not convicted of any crime. 

Unsurprisingly these proposals have been widely con- 
demned by civil liberties groups, senior politicians from 
all parties and football fan organisations. Even the police 
have voiced apprehension over the possibility of being 
sued by innocent people prevented from travelling 
abroad. 

Aside from the serious question of infringement to 
civil liberties and the maxim of innocent until proven 
guilty, there are practical and fundamental problems 
with this Bill. Over a third of men acquire a criminal con- 
viction by the age of 30, though of course not all for vio- 
lence. In some areas the figure is far higher. If taken to its 
logical conclusion the Bill could in theory prevent whole 
swathes of the population from travelling abroad. 

The more fundamental problem is that while the Bill 
will undoubtedly keep away known hooligans — of whom 
there were several hundred in Belgium though only a 
minority were arrested — it will not necessarily stop trou- 
ble. Principally it relies on the police knowing likely trou- 
blemakers before trouble occurs. Recent experience 


does not bode well. Of the 965 people arrested in 
Belgium only 30 were known to the National Criminal 
Intelligence Service (NCIS) as football hooligans. 

This is not a new development. In the 1992 European 
Championships, which saw several hundred English 
fans arrested and deported, the police had previous 
knowledge of only 38 of those arrested. Even worse was 
the rioting in Marseille during the 1998 World Cup, when 
police spotters admitted that they knew only six people. 
The vast majority of those picked up in disturbances are 
either simply not known to the authorities or “new” to 
football hooliganism. 

The legislation simply fails to understand the nature 
of English hooliganism abroad. Without that under- 
standing, any new law will be undermined. 

English hooliganism abroad combines two aspects of 
English culture - “drink and fight” and xenophobic 
nationalism. Unpalatable as it may seem, English hooli- 
ganism is a cultural problem rather than a solely crimi- 
nal one. It is also an issue that cannot be divorced from 
the behaviour and attitudes of many in society. 

Of course hooliganism is not confined exclusively to 
these shores. Holland, Belgium and Italy have also had 
particular problems in recent years. But the nature of the 
trouble associated with England abroad is quite unique. 

With the exception of Germany, hooligans from other 
European countries do not travel abroad en masse with 
their national team. This is partly the result of a lower 
level of interest in their national team, but is also due to 
their less aggressive nationalism, which makes following 
their team less important. 

Even with the Germans there is a difference. German 
hooligans traditionally travel in large numbers to one 
game during a tournament, arriving on the day and leav- 
ing soon after the game. For the English it is the build-up 
in the days leading up to the match that seems so attrac- 
tive, and it is here where most trouble occurs. 

When they do attend, there is also a great difference 
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with fellow 
Oldham C18 
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between the German hooligans and the other, non-vio- 
lent, fans. Among the English this is not the case. 
However many are arrested there always seem to be sev- 
eral hundred more willing to take their place. At 2.30 in 
the morning, following the England-Germany game, 
and after police had arrested over 900 people, an English 
mob of between 300 and 400 men was still roaming in 
Brussels. 

Hooligans and other fans are not as clearly differenti- 
ated among England's travelling support as among the 
Germans, or indeed other nations. Obviously there are 
those who come seeking trouble and those who do 
everything in their power to avoid it, but there is also a 
large grey area of supporters who, while they do not 
attend solely with the intention of joining in violence, 
will do so if the opportunity presents itself. 

This group combines the two elements unique to 
English hooliganism — the culture of “drink and fight” 
and xenophobic nationalism. After consuming huge 
quantities of alcohol the chanting and singing begins. 
The songs are often racist (“Id rather be a Paki than a 
Turk” being the favourite of the Euro 2000 champi- 
onships) and nationalistic (“If it wasn’t for the English 
you'd be Krauts”). 

As rival hooligans squared up to each other in the 
main square in Charleroi, the German hooligans looked 
on in bemusement at the English singing the theme 
tunes to The Dambusters and The Great Escape. Even 
they, probably the most nationalistic set of fans other 
than England, at least in Western Europe, had no such 
comparable repertoire. 

In Amsterdam's red light district, the night before 
England’s opening game with Portugal a group of Dutch 
supporters celebrated their team’s victory. But the 
English fans, who began gathering on the opposite canal 
bank, could not engage in similar joyful banter. Their 
singing was aggressive and racist, accompanied by bot- 
tle throwing, nazi salutes and damage to property. The 
Dutch soon fell silent as they watched in confusion and 
horror. 

Even after trouble develops the English mentality is 
not to try and avoid it but to rise to it. Despite many gen- 
uine complaints of police brutality, there was ample 
opportunity for the majority of English fans to leave the 
area before they became embroiled in confrontation. 
But large numbers stayed put. 

Six hours after trouble erupted in Brussels, groups of 
English fans were still taunting the police. Despite see- 
ing their friends beaten outrageously by the Belgian 
police, they refused to stand down. Even when arrested, 
defiance, disobedience and abuse continued in the 
holding pens. It was as if they felt compelled to defend 
their country regardless of the odds. 

English hooliganism is not the result of drink, drugs or 
youthful high spirits. Its perpetrators merely reflect 
English society. Out of the 965 fans arrested in Belgium, 
more than a third were over 30 years old, 45 were over 40 
and a few were in their fifties, the oldest being 58. Most 
were probably ordinary people with ordinary jobs. 

It is only when one looks at the problem of hooligan- 
ism within the context of English society, our propensity 
to “drink and fight” and towards aggressive nationalism, 
that we can hope to find an answer to what remains an 
English disease. How can we expect English fans to 
behave differently when the players display many of the 
same attributes and the media treat every game with 
Germany as another war? Mr Straw acknowledges many 
of these issues but his emergency legislation does not 
get to the heart of the problem. 

Treating hooliganism simply as a law and order issue 
will not work. And when the next outbreak of English 
hooliganism occurs, which it undoubtedly will, some 
might argue for the next logical step, of preventing all 
English fans from travelling abroad. While that might 
stop the violence it will also be a damning indictment of 
the country we are. 
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Nazis in aggro 
at Euro 2000 


. NUMBER of British nazis were involved in the trouble 
in Belgium, most, though not all, coming from 
~ .Combat 18. The first punch thrown outside O’Reilly’s 
pub on the evening before the England v Germany game 
was by Darren Hoy, a C18 supporter from Oldham. 
Accompanying him was fellow Oldham hooligan and C18 
supporter Martin Fielding. They were among as many as 20 
Oldham hooligans who had made the journey, though not 
all aligned to C18. 

Joining up with the Oldham crew were hooligans from 
Cardiff City, many of whom have also been linked to C18 
over the past few years. They were led by a thug with 18 
convictions, who cannot be named for legal reasons. He is 
understood to be in considerable trouble with the authori- 
ties because he skipped a court appearance for football vio- 
lence to attend the European Championships. Another man 
present was Alistair Clements who, although he lives in 
Cardiff, was born in Croydon and strongly considers himself 
English. He also followed England during the 1998 World 
Cup in France. 

The Oldham and Cardiff hooligans were eventually 
arrested for their part in the Friday night violence, but oth- 
ers escaped detection. Among them were Matthew Osbury, 
lan Cockburn, aka Holloway, and Darren Crew — three con- 
victed nazis and hooligans from Oxford, Taplow and 
Hounslow respectively. Avoiding police checks at Belgian 
ports, Osbury drove a people carrier via Dunkirk, arriving in 
Charleroi on the afternoon of the Germany game. 

However, all was not well for the nazi trio, for they seem 
to have been less than happy at the numerous anti-Geman 
songs being sung by other English fans. Nor were they 
impressed with the chant: “I’d rather be a Paki than a Turk”. 
A couple of members of their entourage were overheard 
shouting: “We hate Pakis” in between lines. 

They could at least take some comfort from the fact that 
they made it to Belgium. Less fortunate were former Blood 
and Honour organisers Nick Marsh and Paul Parish. They 
were turned back by Belgian police as they attempted to 
enter the country. 

Also prevented from travelling was David Sudworth, a 
long-time National Front activist and Wigan football hooli- 
gan. One would have thought that he would have given up 
trying to reach England games abroad. He had previously 
been stopped from travelling to the England match in Dublin 
in 1995. 

The nazis numbers were small in relation to the hundreds 
of hooligans who made the trip. While many of the nazis 
were at the forefront of the trouble, they cannot be consid- 
ered to have taken a leading or organisational role. Their 
racism merely fitted in neatly with the general xenophobia 
and extreme nationalism expressed by many of the hooli- 
gans in Holland and Belgium. 














Using the Holocaust 





Kate Taylor examines the issues of 
guilt and memory in two new books 


VER THE PAST few years, many in the Jewish 

community have expressed fear that the 

Holocaust was fading from view in public life. In 

the face of Bosnia and Rwanda, the slogan “Never Again’, 

some believed, had begun to fail in its aggressive refusal 

to allow more genocides along the lines of the Holocaust 

to occur. Holocaust survivors were slowly dying out, and 

. with that came the fear that the atrocities that they had 
seen would fade with their passing. 

But despite these concerns, as we moved into the new 
millennium, the Holocaust seemed to be looming over 
us as strongly as ever. 

Jérg Haider's far-right Freedom Party had just won a 
third of the vote in Austria. The British Government had 
designated 27 January as National Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. And David Irving was in court, 
claiming that Deborah Lipstadt had libelled him by call- 
ing him a “Holocaust denier”. For the trial, Adolf 
Eichmann’s memoirs were released from Jerusalem after 
more than 40 years in closed archives. 

Irving had attempted to use his trial as a platform to 


bring issues into the public domain that were far bigger 
and more testing than its superficial basis. The limits to 
free speech, the uniqueness of the Holocaust, the reac- 
tions of the Jewish community to it and the power that 
Jewish groups hold today were, he claimed, at issue. 

And all this was to coincide with the release of two 
controversial books in Britain. Peter Novick’s The 
Holocaust and Collective Memory and Norman 
Finkelstein’s The Holocaust Industry sparked off a whole 
new set of questions about the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust and Collective Memory argues that the 
way we view the Holocaust today is very much a con- 
struction of American Jewry. Perhaps out of guilt, 
American Jews in particular have defined themselves by 
the Holocaust. Yet for many years it was not even dis- 
cussed as they tried to assimilate into American culture. 
Now, says Novick, it has become the central focus of 
their identity. He maintains that the Holocaust has 
become an almost too constant presence in Jewish life, 
when in fact Jews have much in their history to cele- 
brate. Focussing just on genocide, extermination and 
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victimhood, the Jewish community has become 
obsessed to the point of morbidity. The question that 
emerges then is a difficult one. How much do we take 
from the Holocaust without letting it take over our iden- 
tity in its entirety? 

Novick answers few questions, but he does ask them. 
He raises some points that, though uncomfortable, are 
important, for instance, that the USA's anti-communist 
agenda very often contributed to our view of the 
Holocaust, by writing communists and others out the 
history of the Nazi death camps. Novick shows how the 
American right invoked images of the Holocaust to jus- 
tify anti-communist interventions abroad. To do so, it 
also made a concerted effort to dismantle the long asso- 
ciation between Jews and communism. 

Novick also makes a case that the term “unique”, when 
applied solely to the Holocaust, is perhaps a futile one, 
for each situation of genocide is by virtue of its context, 
setting and circumstance unique. One is never exactly 
the same as another. Every example of mass extermina- 
tion, including the Holocaust, is similar in some ways, 
and different in others to another example. And, Novick 
argues, relativism is not a good tool to learn from history. 
Each example, not just the Holocaust, deserves to stand 
on its own. Novick stresses that attempting to render the 
Holocaust as unique belittles the suffering of other vic- 
tims. 

But we must not forget what makes the Holocaust par- 
ticularly distinctive in its own context, and an example 
that can be applied universally as a lesson for humanity. 

The Holocaust is certainly not an exclusively Jewish 
tragedy. Its repercussions are relevant to all. This is why 
it is so important. Throughout the Irving trial document 
after document was produced that testified to the metic- 
ulously planned, rational and ruthless nature of the Nazi 
system, the destructive ideology that consistently 
informed it, and the technology created to implement it. 
As Zygmunt Bauman writes in Modernity and the 
Holocaust, “in the ... Final Solution, our society has dis- 
closed to us it heretofore unsuspected capacity”. 

Recognising what makes the Holocaust distinctive 
does not detract from other instances of suffering and 
mass extermination, such as the Armenian genocide 
and the Bosnian War. While all can be viewed in the 
framework of genocide, each example is distinct and 
deserves to be treated as such. 

But we must also realise that the mainstream press 
virulently denies the Armenian genocide with very little 
attention, and that the Roma, who were singled out 
along with the Jews for eradication, have received little 
acknowledgment of their suffering at the hands of the 
Nazis. 

Novick’s book then, while sometimes erroneous, is 
certainly thought provoking. It is at times misguided but 
not perniciously so. 

The Holocaust Industry is altogether different in tone. 
The child of Holocaust survivors, Finkelstein asserts that 
the leaders of America’s Jewish community exploited the 
Holocaust to gain financial support for Israel. For 
Finkelstein, the Holocaust is the Zionist account of Nazi 
extermination. “The abnormality of the Nazi Holocaust 
springs not from the event itself but from the exploita- 
tive industry that has grown up around it. The Holocaust 
Industry has always been bankrupt. What remains is to 
openly declare it so.” 

Finkelstein is reductive and bitter in tone. He dis- 
misses much survivor testimony as worthless and falsely 
declares that Jewish groups in the US are motivated by 
greed. 

Finkelstein’s work is far too simple and may indeed 
prove pernicious in effect. His thesis is overwhelmed by 
his use of anti-Zionism as a political tool, because he 
sees little beyond it. One tactic of antisemites now is not 
to deny the Holocaust itself but to criticise the behaviour 
of Jews in relation to it. For this reason they will feed off 
Finkelstein’s work like leeches. 


The term “Holocaust industry” itself is reductive, 
crude and wholly unhelpful. It is a mythical creation that 
serves merely to perpetuate the stereotype of the greedy, 
money-making Jew who is obsessed with the Holocaust, 
primarily for financial gain. While those who propagate 
this thesis are not always motivated by antisemitism, it 
opens a door for those who are further to vilify Jews for 
their perceived behaviour. 

On one level, the premises can be used to downplay 
Jewish experiences of the Holocaust and cast them as an 
exaggeration. On another level, this itself can be used as 
a tool to justify antisemitism and the Holocaust. 

The BNP has jumped on Finkelstein’s ideas with glee 
and relish. The latest issue of Spearhead bears the head- 
line “The ‘Holocaust’ has become a Racket. Who says so? 
His name is Finkelstein!”. It laments, “it is by no means 
certain that Dr Finkelstein’s kosher pedigree will ensure 
that his book gets the circulation it deserves. We can 
confidently assert right now that ‘certain interests’ will 
be pulling all strings to get it ‘burnt’.” 

That so much of the mainstream press has taken 
Finkelstein’s book so seriously is worrying. It could cul- 
minate in the continued propagation of an image of 
Jews that has been reinforced in various ways for cen- 
turies. Many will look at Finkelstein’s work and declare 
that those “greedy” Jews will even exploit extermination 
for gain. And Finkelstein asserts his Jewish background 
to lend legitimacy to such claims. To suggest that the 
Jews have created a Holocaust “industry” is highly offen- 
sive in language and implication. This stereotype can be 
traced right back to The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, the notorious tsarist forgery that purports to prove 
Jewish plans for world domination. Finkelstein appears 
to believe in such a Zionist plot. 

While Novick’s work is not the same in this sense, he 
too must realise that it is better to remember too much 
than too little, a point he appears to dismiss altogether. 

It must be remembered that it is the imagery of the 
Holocaust that has prohibited the likes of the BNP from 
taking a real place in the political landscape of this coun- 
try. The neo-Nazi tag has proved all too powerful by 
evoking pictures from history that are almost universally 
familiar and that most wish to prohibit from ever hap- 
pening again. 

It is also clear why Haider and the Austrian far right 
were met with such virulence when they achieved their 
electoral success earlier on in the year. Without a doubt 
it was again the imagery of the Holocaust and the cries 
of “Never Again!” that crippled him politically. 


THE HOLOCAUST INDUSTRY 


Reflections on the Exploitation of Jewish Suffering 


NORMAN G. FINKELSTEIN 








Myatt challenges 
journalists to duel 


special on the London nailbomber David 

Copeland, David Myatt has gone on the offensive. 
Following another doorstep encounter and article, this 
time in the West Midlands-based Sunday Mercury, he 
has sent Searchlight a statement attacking what he 
describes as “the dishonourable rumours and allega- 
tions which have been made and are still being spread 
about me”. 

Myatt, now operating under the name of Abdul Aziz, 
seems willing to keep a dignified silence about his polit- 
ical past. “There was always an honourable purpose 
behind what I did, what I said, and what I wrote,” he 
states. But it seems that what has most riled the former 
nazi leader is reference to his involvement in the satanic 
Order of Nine Angles (ONA). 

“For years’, he goes on, “I challenged some of the peo- 
ple making these allegations and repeating these 
rumours to face me, man to man, and to fight a duel 
with deadly weapons according to the etiquette of 
duelling. Not one of them had the courage, the honour, 
the decency to accept.” 

This is a reference to his challenge to Searchlight’s co- 
editor Nick Lowles after he was confronted with evi- 
dence of his satanic links. Despite personally setting up 
three ONA Post Office boxes and admitting his close 
friendship with Richard Moult, the current ONA leader, 
he vehemently denied any association. 

Unsurprisingly, Lowles ignored his challenge, which 
Myatt believes will determine the veracity of the allega- 
tions, believing that the weight of evidence had more 
value than a fight with either “muskets” or “knives”. 

Another personal challenge is not out of the question. 
Myatt, who claims to have killed one person by duelling, 
concludes his statement by saying: “I reserve the right to 
challenge to a duel any person who creates, or who 
spreads, dishonourable rumours and accusations 
against me.” 


Fo: FROM his appearance on the Panorama 


Joining ranks 
to save Britain 


Sam King reports on continuing rumours 
of a BNP/UKIP merger 


of a possible merger between the British National 

Party and the anti-EU organisation, the United 
Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP). Despite denials 
of any such moves from the higher echelons of UKIP 
(see last month’s Searchlight), the gossip has been gath- 
ering apace over the past two months. It has become the 
basis of a nasty attack on the BNP by the National Front, 
whose leader, writing in White Nationalist Report No 22, 
claims that the alleged overtures by Griffin are yet more 
evidence of the BNP seeking to dilute its politics. 

While there are obvious reasons for the BNP move, if 
indeed it occurred, Searchlight cannot understand what 
the anti-EU party hopes to gain. It has undoubtedly 
been adversely affected by the divisive splits that have 
recently torn the organisation apart, nevertheless it has 
avoided charges of right-wing extremism in its short his- 
tory. Any claim to respectability would vanish with such 
a merger, as would any long-term leadership role, for 
the BNP would view such an amalgamation as simply a 
method to eradicate a rival contender for the right-wing 
vote. 

The BNP approached a possible merger with the NF 
in such a manner in 1997. That the proposed merger 
failed was in no small part due to Searchlight, which 
exposed the story in January 1997. Shortly afterwards 
the NF pulled out of the negotiations. 

However, while it seems highly unlikely that the UKIP 
will accept Griffin's poisoned invitation, there are cer- 
tainly people in the party who would not be totally 
adverse to forming at least a loose working relationship 
with the BNP. One such UKIP activist is Mona McNee, a 
party candidate in last summer's European election. 

Searchlight has recently obtained a letter from McNee 
to a man in Sussex who had expressed concerns over the 
right-wing’ drift of some within the UKIP, and specifi- 
cally a letter, written by McNee, which appeared in a 
recent issue of the National Democrat publication, The 
Flag. “The policies of the BNP etc. may not coincide 
totally with our own, but in the field of ‘Europe’ which is 
our main concern, they and we are all walking in the 
same direction, to get us OUT of the European Union. 
We should stop being apologetic about contacts with 
patriotic groups.” 

While McNee is at pains to stress that she is not her- 
self racist, she does believe that Britain is in danger of 
being swamped. “I think UKIP’s policy on immigration 
should be to stop all immigration (legal, illegal, asylum, 
everything) for a year while we try to deal with those 
already here.” 

She adds: “If present trends continue, in the lifetime 
of our children we could well be just one more ethnic 
minority in a very overcrowded, small country”. She 
goes on to assert that a lot of what is contained in the 
now deceased Lady Birdwood’s Choice newspaper “is 
true’. A one-time Conservative, McNee was a strong 
supporter of Enoch Powell, standing as an Independent 
Powellite in the 1974 and 1983 general elections. 

While a formal alliance between the BNP and UKIP 
remains unlikely, grassroots activists with views like 
McNee’s may well be prepared for greater cooperation. 


oy umours continue to circulate within the far right 
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International 
Brigade fighter 
dies aged 90 


ILL ALEXANDER, who served as commander of 
B:: British battalion of the International Brigade 

in the war against fascism in Spain, died on 11 July 
from stomach cancer aged 90 reports John Haylett. 

Hampshire-born and the son of a carpenter, Mr 
Alexander was a politicised by meeting Welsh hunger 
marchers at Reading University, where he studied 
chemistry. 

After graduating, he joined the Communist Party 
while working in a paper mill and was active in the cam- 
paigns against fascism in Britain, before volunteering to 
fight in Spain following the fascist revolt. 

“We all turned out to stop Mosley at the Battle of 
Cable Street,” he once recalled. 

“But when, in Spain, the people stood up to stem the 
tide, I decided the natural thing for me was to go and 
help stop it there before it reached my home and my 
family.” 

He saw action at Jarama, Brunete, Aragon, Teruel and 
Seguro and was promoted to British battalion com- 
mander before being wounded and sent home. 

Alexander then started working full-time for the 
Communist Party before serving as a captain in the 
Reconnaissance Corps in the Second World War. 

He was sent by the party to work in the Midlands, 
where he stayed until 1953 before being directed to 
South Wales and then, in 1959, to party centre, where he 
became assistant general secretary. 

Reuben Falber, who succeeded Mr Alexander in that 
post in 1967, remembered him as “an outstanding com- 
munist and a brilliant organiser who devoted his whole 
life to the movement”. 

For over 30 years, Mr Alexander was honorary secre- 
tary of the International Brigade Association. 

This obituary first appeared in the Morning Star 





NEWS in brief 


Racism in the probation service 


An official report released at the end of June showed that 
little progress has been made with regard to racial 
equality in the probation service in the past decade. The 
Home Office Minister, Paul Boeteng, said that the serv- 
ice is infected by racism to “an unacceptable degree”. 

The chief inspector of probation, Sir Graham Smith, 
said he was “very disappointed” that his investigation 
had discovered a service that was suffering from com- 
placency, having for years paid lip-service to race 
equality. 

The probation inspectors who wrote the report as part 
of the government's response to the Lawrence inquiry 
said that they were shocked by what they found. 


Police racism 


A police officer in Bradford has been sacked for calling 
an Asian colleague a “wog” in a dispute over work rotas. 

Community constable Rick Pentith, who was based at 
Eccleshill, has lodged an appeal against the dismissal. A 
senior officer at another station, who was on the tele- 
phone at the time to Eccleshill, overheard the insult, 
which Pentith admitted. 

In London, another police officer was fined and could 
lose his job for calling a colleague — the aunt of super- 
model Naomi Campbell — a “flat-nosed monkey”. 

PC Peter Ferguson, 42, was fined £500 and ordered to 
pay £300 costs after being found guilty at Tower Bridge 
magistrates court, London, of using threatening or 
insulting words or behaviour which were racially aggra- 
vated to PC Sonia Campbell. 


Tory attacks on asylum may aid 
far right warns leading Tory 


William Hague has been warned from within Central 
Office that he risks boosting the electoral fortunes of the 
racist British National Party by his strong attack on asy- 
lum seekers. Steven Norris, who was the Conservative 
candidate for London mayor, said: “It looks as if the BNP 
is on the up. I don't believe a politician in any party can 
afford to relax their guard on this issue.” 

The debate was stirred within Central Office in the 
wake of the Conservatives being forced into third place 
by the BNP in a council by-election (see page 7). 


BNP to contest by-election 


The British National Party has announced that Vice 
Chair Sharron Edwards intends to contest the parlia- 
mentary seat of West Bromwich, left vacant by the 
retirement of the Speaker of the House. The election is 
likely to be in October. 


Correction 


In Searchlight’s report (May 2000, No. 299, p.23) on the 
American Renaissance conference it was noted that the 
event was opened by Frank Ellis. In fact Ellis, an 
acamedic from Leeds University, did not arrive until the 
Saturday afternoon. In addition, he did not attend the 
Friday night dinner. We also claimed that he had given 
an assurance days before the event that he was not 
planning to attend. In fact this was inaccurate, as was a 
Yorkshire Post article from which this information was 
gleaned. The topic of his speech was the Macpherson 
Report and it addressed institutionalised racism rather 
than police racism as reported. 
Searchlight apologises for these inaccuracies. 
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Irving invites 
academics to 
US jamboree 


NIKOLAI TOLSTOY, the right-wing historian, is among 
those billed to speak at a revisionist conference organ- 
ised and hosted by David Irving in Cincinnati, USA next 
month reports Kate Taylor. 

Having been denounced as a “right-wing pro-Nazi 
polemicist” and a Holocaust denier by Mr Justice Gray in 
his failed libel suit against Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin 
Books earlier this year, Irving is using the conference to 
regain revisionist respectability. Entitled David Irving's 
Real History, USA, the three-day conference promises to 
be a revisionist extravaganza. “Be prepared for surprises,” 
proclaims the colourful brochure. Irving’s own talk is 
billed in modest terms: “David Irving reports on the High 
Court lawsuit he fought single handedly against the 
global enemies of Real History — a legal action still rever- 
berating around the world”. 

Set in a “luxury Cincinnati hotel — it’s like renting an 
upscale lodge”, tickets come at $340 (£225) a piece. The 
price includes a “dinner aboard a riverboat steaming 
sedately three hours up the Ohio River and back”. Up to 
400 guests are expected to attend. 

The full list of speakers is however being kept confi- 
dential by Irving. Details are released only once one has 
registered for the event. 

But Searchlight can reveal the names of those listed to 
appear on Irving's platform. 

Nikolai Tolstoy, the right-wing historian, is to speak on 
“his battle to publish the truth of Britain’s role in the mas- 
sacre of Stalin’s enemies”. This is a reference to Tolstoy’s 
famous libel trial against Lord Aldington, in which 
Tolstoy was ordered by the High Court judge to pay costs 
and damages amounting to £1.5 million. Tolstoy had 
claimed that Lord Aldington sent Cossacks who had 
fought in the German army back to Stalin’s Soviet Union 
and thus to their deaths. Ironically, defending Tolstoy in 
that action was Richard Rampton QC, Deborah Lipstadt’s 
barrister in Irving’s libel trial. 

Brian Renk, a hardened revisionist, “will demolish the 
evidence given by the ‘world’s leading holocaust expert’, 
the Canadian pseudo-architect Professor Robert Jan Van 
Pelt”, according to Irving. Van Pelt displayed his expertise 
in the Lipstadt trial by showing beyond a doubt that 
Auschwitz operated as a site of mass execution during 
the Holocaust. Renk has published articles in the Journal 
for Historical Review, the journal of the Institute for 
Historical Review, the pseudo-academic body dedicated 
to denying the Holocaust. He has recently written to 
Irving's website lamenting the plethora of books appear- 
ing on the trial, and the lack of those written by those “on 
our side”. Renk addressed Real History in 1999, present- 
ing a critique of Christopher Browning, one of the world’s 
leading experts on Nazi Germany, who also appeared as 
a witness for Lipstadt’s defence. 

Kimberley Cornish, the Australian author of The Jew of 
Linz, is billed to deliver a talk on the relationship 


between Adolf Hitler and the Jewish philosopher 
Wittgenstein and “explain why his thesis endangers the 
unity between secular and religious Jews over the causes 
of the Holocaust”. Cornish’s thesis operates on the 
implausible premise that because the two attended the 
same school, Wittgenstein fuelled Hitler’s antisemitism, 
and that “the boy at the school whom Hitler abused in his 
very first recorded anti-Semitic remark was the young 
Luwig Wittgenstein, the stuttering, truss-wearing, homo- 
sexual son of the richest man in the Austro-Hungarian 
empire,” according to a letter sent by Cornish to Irving's 
website. This claim is of little substance, since its basis 
rests on claims that Hitler abused a boy who did not at 
that time know he was Jewish. For Cornish this boy could 
only possibly have been Wittgenstein. According to 
Irving the speaker (Cornish) “offers nothing controver- 
sial, except Wittgenstein’s involvement in the passing of 
the British intelligence crown jewels to Stalin and conse- 
quent collapse of the British Empire”. 

John Sack, a Jewish journalist, “will deliver by popular 
request the witty keynote speech about sciosophy, the 
science of documented poppycock’”. Sack also addressed 
the conference in 1999 in relation to his book An Eye for 
an Eye about “the untold story of Jewish revenge against 
the Germans in 1945”. The book, according to Daniel 
Jonah Goldhagan, author of Hitler's Willing Executioners, 
“strings together facts and pseudo-facts about individual 
Jews in the aftermath of the Holocaust with the effect of 
creating a sometimes subtle and sometimes not so sub- 
tle indictment of Jews in general”. Sack depicts these 
actions as on a par with the Holocaust and charges Jews 
with “becoming like Nazis”. 

Last year’s speakers included the hardcore Holocaust 
denier Bradley Smith and Germar Rudolf, author of the 
pseudo-scientific Rudolf Report, which purports to show 
that no gas chambers were used to murder people at 
Auschwitz. 

Guests will also be treated to a showing of Mr Death, 
“the now famous Erroll Morris film on the life and living- 
death of Fred Leuchter”. 

Professor John Charmley, a professor of history and 
Director of Admissions at the University of East Anglia, 
was falsely included on Irving's list of speakers. 

Irving describes Charmley as “the academic historian 
and authority on Churchill”. He “has been asked to come 
and tell us more” about “the British Government's reac- 
tion to Hitler’s 1940 peace offer’. Charmley’s published 
works include Churchill: The end of glory (1993) and 
Churchill's Grand Alliance 1940-1957 (1995). 

Charmley is certainly not a Holocaust denier, but he 
did express support for Irving during his libel trial. In an 
email posted to Irving's website, he claimed that he too 
had been targeted by Searchlight and would be willing to 
testify in court on Irving's behalf. 

The University of East Anglia press office told 
Searchlight that Charmley had been invited to the con- 
ference but had refused to attend. 

Charmley, obviously unaware that his name had 
appeared on Irving's list, said, “I gather ... that your 
searchlight is wonky enough to lead you to believe that I 
am going to address some conference or other of David 
Irving’s. Get a brighter bulb, I am not, and never have 
been, going to address any such conference.” 











Letters from 
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Bev Forbes reviews 
Ahmed Kathrada’s 
prison letters 


racial segregation system was crumbling under the 

weight of organised mass defiance, the South African 
government was pulling out all the stops to quell 
mounted resistance to its own form of divide and rule. 
However, its short-sighted albeit often effective meas- 
ures to undermine the liberation movement back then 
were no match for those freedom fighters with a clear 
perspective of the long-term goal: to end the reign of the 
apartheid regime. It was this conviction, the dream of a 
new South Africa, that helped to steady the resolve of 
many incarcerated as a result of their struggle. 

Robben Island ex-prisoner #468/64, aka Ahmed 
Kathrada, or Kathy to those who know him, was one of 
eight men, including Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu, 
who in 1964 were found guilty of sabotage and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment. All except Denis Goldberg, 
who was transferred to an all-white prison, were sent to 
Robben Island to begin their sentence. 

During Kathrada’s 26 years in prison, many inside this 
most notorious of correctional institutions, he wrote 
over 900 letters. A selection of them has recently been 
published in a book, Letters from Robben Island. That 
they were preserved is a credit to the ingenuity of the 
author who despite confiscation managed to make 
copies of all the letters he wrote, retrieving many after 
his release. Sisulu, who shared many years on the island 
with Kathrada, recalls a weekend when Kathrada and 
another inmate managed to trick the replacement 
guards into allowing them to clean the cell where he 
knew his letters were impounded. Once alone they set 
about reclaiming all the correspondence hiding it else- 
where until his release. As well as smuggling letters out 
through his lawyer and other political prisoners released 
after completing their sentences, Kathrada developed 
other elaborate methods to maintain communication 
with the outside. When the harsh rules restricted prison- 
ers to 500 words or one and half pages, he wrote as small 
as he could and the letters went unchallenged. 

Yet censorship was one obstacle there was no getting 
over. The South African prison authorities’ thorough and 
rigid procedures, particularly in the early days, 
attempted to usurp the spirit of the political prisoners by 
controlling the flow of communication both ways. 
Prisoners were not allowed to mention or discuss prison 
conditions, other prison colleagues, political activity or 
politicians. Offending passages would be lined out and 
the letter returned to the prisoner to rewrite. Some cen- 
sors did not pass on incoming correspondence. For 
example Kathrada’s older brother wrote to him in 
October 1964 informing him of the election in Britain of 
Harold Wilson’s Labour Government. Eighteen years and 
one more British Labour government later Kathrada 
received the letter. 


[: THE early 1960s when America’s southern states 


Kathrada’s letters provide a rich insight into prison life 
and the life of a fairly young man who knew that his 
protest against the apartheid regime could mean intern- 
ment. In the first of his letters he explains this inevitabil- 
ity to his girlfriend, Sylvia Neame, declaring: 

“T am prepared mentally for a heavy sentence, as long 
as they don’t hang us, we are confident that we won't 
have to remain in jail a long time ... Strange what laws I 
actually broke and what I get charged with. The fact 
remains that I expected to be arrested sooner or later, so 
what difference does it make if I am serving under the 
Suppression of Communism Act, the Group Areas Act or 
the Sabotage Act. In the end we will be saboteurs or 
communists or both, and in the South African context 
that is nothing to be ashamed of.” 

Growing up in the Schwizer Reneke region of South 
Africa, the young Kathrada could not understand why a 
curfew was placed on African people and why, as an 
Indian, he was not allowed to attend a school designated 
for whites. When in 1939 fighting broke out between 
reactionaries and progressives within the Transvaal 
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Indian Congress, culminating in the death of a friend, 
Kathrada found himself driven into political activity. As 
a ten-year-old he would hand out leaflets and daub free- 
dom slogans on the wall; shortly afterwards he joined 
the Young Communist League, and later the Communist 
Party of South Africa. As a delegate to the World Youth 
Festival in Berlin in 1951 he was taken on a visit to 
Auschwitz. The experience impressed upon him the 
depraved nature of racism and racialism and renewed 
his determination to eliminate both from South African 
society. 

Kathrada’s ability to document life on the inside, 
almost always with an upbeat philosophical manner, is a 
unique quality. His experience of toughing it out in an 
apartheid jail can be inspirational, particularly to those 
currently serving sentences for political reasons or as a 
result of a miscarriage of justice. The collection provides 
a clear demonstration of the two matters uppermost on 
the minds of the innocent: how to survive in prison in 
one piece and emerge undiminished. 
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The man is for turning 

Nick Griffin, the leader of the British National Party, has 
completed yet another political U-turn to the seeming 
ignorance or indifference of the membership. Writing in 
the two most recent issues of Identity, Griffin has argued 
for a pan-British racial nationalism in opposition to 
those who want to break up Britain. 

Believing that by the time the BNP comes to power, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will no longer be 
part of Britain, he argues that the party’s first priority will 
be to reunite the country. “Britain divided in this way 
would be chronically weak and vulnerable — in fact, not 
Britain at all.” 

Griffin’s wish to “reunite Britain” seems at odds with 
his past political views. As a leading officer of the 1980s 
National Front, and later as a founding member of the 
International Third Position, he was all in favour of the 
breakup of Britain and the division of Europe into “a 
hundred nations”. 

Shortly before Christmas, speaking to the Bloomsbury 
Forum, the group closely linked to Right Now!, he 
claimed to be “uncomfortable with the notion of 
Britain”. He added that he felt sympathy with those who 
wanted Welsh and Scottish independence. 

Some saw this as a scheme by Griffin to change the 
organisation’s name to the Freedom Party, while others 
believed it reflected his old political support for a 
“Europe of 100 flags”. 

U-Turns are nothing new to Griffin. It was not too long 
ago that he condemned the modernisation policies of 
Michael Newland as “rainbow Conservativism’, claiming 
that power came from force rather than winning seats in 
council chambers. Today he claims to be Britain's great- 
est supporter of democratic politics. 

Not that the past seems to matter to Griffin. Twenty 
years ago he had a secret gay affair with Martin Webster, 
the NF National Organiser, while today he appears to 
excuse the bombing of the Admiral Duncan pub by 
David Copeland on the grounds that gay men brought it 
on themselves. 

Talking of Webster, we hear that he has just completed 
the long-awaited issue 2 of Loose Cannon, his irregular 
bulletin. If it is anything like issue 1, in which Griffin was 
“outed” for his bisexual past, it will prove yet another 
embarrassment to the BNP leader and his criminal side- 
kick, Tony Lecomber. 


Brady yearns for civil war 

It seems that Steve Brady is well and truly back in the 
BNP fold. Following his recent speaking engagement in 
the USA, Brady has contributed an article to Mark 
Cotterill’s Heritage and Destiny magazine. Under the 
pseudonym Stephen King, Brady reviews Civil War: The 
Coming Breakup of America by Thomas W. Chittum, a 


doomsday account of the “Bosnianization of America” 
that will supposedly occur within the next 10 to 40 years. 

Chittum, a former Vietnam veteran who has more 
recently seen action in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and 
Croatia, believes civil war is inevitable as the non-white 
population has loyalties to countries other than the USA. 
The result will be the disintegration of the US into sev- 
eral smaller nations. The author even gives readers a list 
of places to which they are advised to move before the 
big day comes. 

Brady, who first met Chittum after sharing an 
American Friends of the BNP platform in January, 
believes that the breakup of the USA will prove an inspi- 
ration for racists everywhere. “It will free the world from 
the illusion that multiethnic states can work ... Out of 
the ashes of America will arise a world of nations set free 
to pursue their own destinies in harmony.” 

It seems that Brady likes nothing better than the 
thought of civil war, after all, he has spent many a long 
year meddling in Northern Irish politics with his loyalist 
paramilitary playmates. 


Liar, liar 

A real liberty-taking letter appeared in a local paper 
under the name of Dave Hill, the British National Party 
branch officer for Tower Hamlets and Hackney. The let- 
ter claimed it was unfair to make out that David 
Copeland, the convicted bomber and murderer and for- 
mer BNP activist, had ever been close to the party. 

The former BNP Fiihrer, John Tyndall, went even fur- 
ther in last month's issue of his magazine, Spearhead, in 
an article about the recent failure, by 21 votes, of the 
BNP’s candidate, Michael Davidson, to win a seat on a 
devolved community body in Newham. In true conspir- 
atorial style Tyndall blamed it all on The Mirror and 
“local reds”, who had linked Davidson to the London 
bomber and claimed Copeland had nothing whatsoever 
to do with the BNP. Not only is this a massive lie, it also 
contradicts Hill’s letter, which admits that Copeland was 
photographed with Tyndall when Tyndall ended up 
bloodied and beaten at Stratford three years ago. 


Dirty Dozen 

In June Searchlight published photographs of the 12 top 
National Front activists, naming all but one idiotic-look- 
ing bonehead, whom we captioned, “Who he?” 

Now all can be revealed. He's the jerk convicted of van- 
dalising the Stephen Lawrence memorial plaque and 
goes by the name Stuart Hollingdale. 

Another incident of damage to the plaque was 
reported last month. This follows two attacks on a north 
London synagogue and a Jewish cemetery. 

With targets consisting of the dead and places of wor- 
ship, it’s a real man’s world among the fascists. 
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One of Britain’s 

most prolific 

racist and 

antisemitic 

propagandists 

has passed away. 

Dowager Lady Jane 
Birdwood, editor of Choice 
magazine and close political ~ 
ally of wartime nazi collaborator 
died on 29 June. Often dismisse 
as an eccentric crank, 
Birdwood represented the 

far right of the establishment. 
Backed by MPs, lords, vicars,, 
retired officers and the 
wealthy, she was a very 
English extremist. 

Nick Lowles looks back , 

on the life of one of 

Britain’s most 

important postwar 

racists. 
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ORN JOAN POLLOCK GRAHAM in Winnipeg, 

Canada, on 18 May 1913, the Dowager Lady Jane 

Birdwood was the second of three daughters of a 
Scottish aristocrat, Christopher Norman Graham, and 
his wife, Ada Ruth Pollock. At 19 she went to the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art where she trained as an 
actress. But at 5ft 11 inches she was considered too tall 
and left to take up a post with the Central Record 
Information Bureau at HMV in London, where she 
worked for eight years. 

It was a few years later, while working at the BBC 
Gramophone Library, that she changed her name to 
Jane to avoid being confused with the actress Joan 
Graham. 

During the Second World War Birdwood worked for 
the Entertainment National Service Association (ENSA), 
first in Brussels and later, after the war, in Hamburg, 
where she was responsible for organising the travel and 
accommodation of performers. In 1947 she joined the 
Red Cross in Germany and became secretary to 
Lieutenant Colonel the Hon Christopher Birdwood, the 
only son of Field Marshall the first Baron Birdwood, who 
had recently returned from duty in India. 





». 


Within months of meeting they were having an affair. 
In 1953, two years after Lord Birdwood had succeeded to 
the barony, his wife divorced her husband, citing his 
affair with Jane Graham. The following year Lord 
Birdwood and Jane Graham married at a quiet ceremony 
in Kensington. 

The new Lady Birdwood was a socialite, quickly earn- 
ing a reputation as a carefree woman quite prepared to 
break with custom. She was, according to one newspa- 
per report, the first woman in London society to wear 
coloured stockings. But it was her exotic array of glasses 
that gave her notoriety, earning her the Spectacle Wearer 
of the Year award. 

Birdwood’s first foray into politics came when she 
accompanied her husband in his crusade against com- 
munism, making visits to Czechoslovakia and South 
Africa. On her tour to South Africa in 1961, she described 
racial segregation as “inevitable and a social necessity”. 

Her anti-communism brought her into contact with 
Eastern European émigrés in Britain, many of whom 
had collaborated with the Nazis during the war. Her 
strongest links were with the Association of Ukrainians 
in Great Britain, a group dominated by the Organisation 
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A Lady 
Birdwood (far 
left) standing 
next to Ukrainian 
Nazi collaborator 
Yaroslav Stetsko 
at the launch of 
the European 
Freedom Council 
in Munich 1967 
and (right) 

at a Captive 
Nations event in 
London 1972 


of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN). This deeply antise- 
mitic group had, in 1941, declared an independent 
Ukrainian state after the Germans had conquered the 
country. The declaration was made by Yaroslav Stetsko, 
with whom Birdwood became closely linked in a num- 
ber of right-wing anti-communist organisations. 

It was only after the death of Lord Birdwood, in 
January 1962, that she began to earn a reputation for her 
own political extremism. Initially this was a result of her 
work with the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations (ABN), an 
alliance of far-right émigré groups led by the OUN, but 
her reputation grew with the formation of the European 
Freedom Council (EFC) in 1967. This anti-communist 
body brought together the émigré organisations and 
political figures in Britain, France and Germany. 


Moral Crusader 

But it was her involvement in the moral crusading of her 
close friend Mary Whitehouse that capitulated 
Birdwood into the national headlines. As chairman of 
the London branch of the National Viewers and 


Listeners Association, she campaigned against pornog- 
raphy and obscenity on television and the stage. In July 
1970, after watching a performance of Oh Calcutta!, she 
walked into Kentish Town police station and com- 
plained to the duty solicitor about what she had seen. 

Her moral antics and political swing to the right 
brought her into conflict with her husband’s family, 
which privately had never forgiven her for the breakup 
of Lord and Lady Birdwood’s marriage. In 1971 they took 
out an advertisement in a national newspaper dissociat- 
ing themselves from her views. Many years later Lady 
Jane Birdwood’s own family was alienated, when British 
National Party supporters heckled and abused her sister 
for marrying a Jewish man, while she was attending one 
of Birdwood’s numerous court appearances for produc- 
ing and distributing antisemitic literature. She later 
wrote to Jane describing her hurt and requesting no fur- 
ther contact. 

Though unsuccessful in her bid to close down the 
plays, Birdwood remained undeterred. The following 
year she invoked an ancient statute against blasphemy 
in order to prosecute the producers of the anti-religious 
comedy, Council of Love. Despite winning the support of 
Norris and Ross McWhirter, the right-wing founders of 
The Guinness Book of Records, she again failed. 

The McWhirters were close personal and political 
friends. In the mid-1970s she joined forces with Ross 





McWhirter to produce the far-right magazine Majority. 
But it was to be a short-lived venture as the project was 
terminated after Ross McWhirter was killed by the IRA in 
1975. Although she fought bitterly to keep the publica- 
tion going, the trustees opposed such a move. 

Like many of her generation and class background, 
Birdwood took the retreat from Empire, crystallised by 
the Rhodesian crisis, membership of the EEC and immi- 
gration into Britain, as a bitter pill. Seeing Prime 
Minister Edward Heath seemingly impotent against the 
changing political and economic circumstances, she 
joined those who feared encroaching communism. The 
American defeat in Vietnam and student and worker 
protests in Western Europe left many of her peers fearing 
the worst. With the trade unions were successfully chal- 
lenging Heath's authority, she began to look beyond the 
Conservative Party for salvation. 

Determined to play her part in holding back the red 
tide, she embarked on a number of right-wing crusades 
in Britain and abroad. She helped form the Citizens’ 
Mutual Protection Union (CMPU) in a bid to undermine 






union strikes and became joint editor of its newspaper, 
The British Gazette. In this and a later project, Self Help, 
she was backed by Edward Martell, a leading union 
basher and editor of the short-lived The Daily News in 
the 1960s. 

Under the guise of the CMPU she and Martell 
attempted to break a postal workers’ strike. In 1977, 
using her newly formed group, Self Help, she tried 
unsuccessfully,to recruit strike breakers to defeat work- 
ers at the bitter Grunwick dispute. 


Holding back the Red Tide 

Her anti-communism was bringing her into contact 
with people of even more extreme views. In Britain she 
became an officer of the League of Rights, run by the 
long-time antisemite, Don Martin. Together, they were 
also involved in the British League for European 
Freedom (BLEF), where they were joined by a leading 
member of the OUN. 

Through her work for the ABN and EFC, Birdwood 
travelled extensively around the world, attending anti- 
communist conferences and rallies in South and North 
America, Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Many of 
these events were hosted by the World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL), a coalition of nazi collaborators, South 
American death squad leaders and right-wing senators 
and politicians from Europe and the United States. 
Birdwood became the British representative at WACL 
events in Brazil and the USA, through her involvement 
in the BLEEF There she found herself in good company. 
Joining WACL as a US delegate was the British-born 
Roger Pearce, founder of Mankind Quarterly and for- 
merly of the Northern League. 

She was also involved in the Foreign Affairs Circle 
(FAC), another anti-communist group, run by the 
Conservative Party activist Geoffrey Stewart-Smith. 
Considerably more moderate than the BLEK the FAC 
soon lost the services of Birdwood after she became dis- 


Searchlight August 2000 19 


illusioned with the Conservative Party, while Stewart- 
Smith became critical of the more extreme and openly 
antisemitic elements within the WACL. The split 
occurred in 1974, when Stewart-Smith was sidelined 
from the organisation of a planned WACL conference in 
Britain, in favour of the East European émigrés. 

Birdwood’s decision to leave the Conservative Party 
came after a group of far-right activists formed around 
the leadership of her close friend George Kennedy 
Young, the former deputy leader of MI6, failed in their 
bid to clinch the leadership of the Monday Club. While 
some went on to join the rapidly growing National Front, 
others preferred single issue campaigns. 

By the early 1970s race and immigration were the 
dominating issues for the right in Britain. Birdwood was 
no exception and became involved in a number of anti- 
immigrant organisations, including the Halt 
Immigration Now Campaign, led by Tory MP Ronald 
Bell, and the Immigration Control Association, led by Joy 
Page. Birdwood herself ran the Co-ordination 
Committee Against Immigration. 

Leaving the Conservative Party in the mid-1970s, 
Birdwood briefly joined the National Front, which at 
that time was witnessing a massive growth. During the 
short period she was connected with the NE she 
attended rallies and meetings across the capital. Her 
involvement was not to last and before long she drifted 
away. Not that she objected to the NF’s politics, quite the 
contrary, but for a societal women, the NF was too crass 
and rough for her liking and she soon went her own way. 

She went on to launch her own political projects, as 
well as supporting every racist and antisemitic cause 
around, including events organised by openly nazi 
groups. In 1978 she was the guest speaker at a British 
Movement-organised rally in Birmingham. In 1986 she 
was again guest speaker at a St George's Day rally organ- 
ised by Stuart Millson, then a right-wing Tory, shortly 
before he switched allegiance to the BNP. Throughout 
this period, she also maintained links with Conservative 
Party activists, especially in Essex, where she continued 
to speak at their functions well into the 1990s. 

Her most longstanding friend came out of her political 
activism in the 1970s. Peter Marriner was a leading fig- 
ure in both the British Movement (BM) and the National 





Front. The pair were photographed together by 
Searchlight at a racist rally in Trafalgar Square in 1976 
and at a BM meeting in Birmingham two years later. 
Twenty years later Marriner was still at her side when 
she, accompanied by Joy Page, attended a Right Now! 
meeting in the House of Commons. The first editor of 
Right Now! was Ralph Harrison, with whom she had 
launched Fair Play and several white-only tenants’ asso- 
ciations in south London. Alongside Marriner her other 
close friend throughout this period was Martin Webster, 
the National Activities Organiser of the NF in the 1970s. 


Tea with the Tories 

In 1977 she launched Choice, a right-wing newspaper 
that called for the repatriation of non-white people from 
Britain. A reflection of her influence during this period 
was that its inaugural issue carried details of her plans 
for mass repatriation that she had presented to the 
chairman of the Conservative Party during a private 
meeting. Though she continued to throw her support 
behind a multitude of racist campaigns, including WISE, 
she was never to join an organisation again. 

She hit the headlines again in 1983 when she stood as 
an independent candidate in the Bermondsey parlia- 
mentary by-election, best known for the homophobic 
campaign run against the Labour candidate Peter 
Tatchell. Then nearly 70, she had a bad word to say about 
all her rival candidates, even dismissing the 
Conservative as a “multiracialist” and the National Front 
candidate as a “socialist”. She polled a mere 69 votes. 

Her antisemitism was now coming to the fore. 
Increasingly isolated from even the right wing of the 
Conservative Party, she began to spend more time with 
the hard right, slowly incorporating their politics into 
her own. This became a self-fulfilling prophecy, as the 
more she adopted openly antisemitic views the more 
she found herself on the political margins. Whereas once 
she openly discussed politics with the Conservative 
Party chairman, she was now confined to the nazi rallies 
of the BNP. However, her class background, which 
brought with it a love of empire and tradition, meant 
that she was never able fully to convert to its views. 

Under the publishing label Inter City Research, she 
began distributing numerous offensive and highly illegal 
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publications. Not content with simply denying the 
Holocaust, she even claimed that Jews had ritually 
slaughtered and eaten children. 

Unsurprisingly, these views finally brought her to the 
attention of the authorities. In 1991 she was charged 
with ten counts under the 1986 Public Order Act for dis- 
tributing antisemitic leaflets likely to stir up racial 
hatred. Despite being found guilty on all charges, she 
received only a three-month suspended jail sentence 
and was ordered to pay costs totalling £500. 

The failure by the authorities to prosecute Birdwood 
proved a persistent irritation to her opponents. A com- 
bination of her age, her titled background and the seem- 
ing insignificance with which the courts viewed anti- 
semitism made her almost immune from legal action. 

Three years later she was back before the court, this 
time for the distribution of two virulently antisemitic 
publications, The Longest Hatred and The Snides of 
March. Again she received a suspended jail sentence. A 
third attempt to prosecute her failed in 1998 after the 
Attorney-General ruled that she was mentally in no fit 
state to stand trial. 


Deterioration 

The deterioration in her mental health throughout the 
1990s did not deter her from political activity. In 1992 
she accepted an offer from Richard Edmonds to stand 
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for the BNP in the general election. She agreed to stand 
again in 1997 but, with her health worsening, pulled out 
at the last moment. 

The largest individual distributor of racist and antise- 
mitic material over the past 25 years, she escaped the 
punishment she deserved. Aside from the class aspect, 
this was largely because many in the establishment 
viewed her as, at best, eccentric and, at worst, crazed. 
Even press obituaries followed this line. 

The Times began by describing her as “a controversial 
and contradictory figure whose extreme views on race, 
politics and public morality were strangely at odds with 
the gentle and sympathetic personality admired by her 
friends”. The Daily Telegraph ended its obituary with the 
words: “In person she was surprisingly mild and on the 
surface rational”. 

Searchlight will remember Birdwood as one of the 
most important far-right political activists in the post- 
war period. She bridged the respectable right of the 
Conservative Party and the street nazis of the NF and 
BNP. More importantly, her racism and antisemitism 
attracted a layer of wealthy rightwingers who would not 
have dared associate themselves with openly nazi 
groups. In many ways this made her all the more dan- 
gerous. 

Using her title to win respect and deference, Birdwood 
was the extreme voice of Britain’s establishment. 
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R BARNETT Slepian was shot dead while sitting 
D: his home in New York State, on an autumn 

morning in 1998. He was the sixth abortion doc- 
tor to be murdered since 1991. It was just another 
episode in the history of extremism and terrorism that 
has characterised the anti-abortion movement in the 
USA, since the landmark decision in Roe v Wade 
legalised abortion in 1973. The deadly effects of a 
recipe that combined virulent anti-abortion extremists 
with the terrorist factions of the religious right were 
there for all to see. Under the heading “Abortionists: 
The Baby Butchers”, Dr Slepian’s personal details had 
been listed in the Nuremberg Files, a website that ren- 
dered abortion doctors open targets to terrorist vio- 
lence. Once dead, his name was sinisterly crossed off 
the list. Countless others have been attacked and clin- 
ics bombed, resulting in a successful $200 million 
(£130 million) federal lawsuit against the website. 

But incitement on the Internet to attack abortion 
practitioners is not limited to the USA. Gruesome pic- 
tures of mutilated foetuses adorn the website of the 
Crusaders for the Unborn Child, a UK-based extremist 
pro-life group whose campaign threatens to replicate 
the kind of militancy that has had deadly results in the 
United States. Captions such as “unborn child victim of 
the New World Order” accompany images of babies 
being crucified on crosses. 

Despite the Crusaders’ highly aggressive tactics on 
abortion, they are not just the single-issue campaign- 
ing group that their literature would suggest. Sharing a 
postal address with the International Third Position 


(ITP), they act as a front group for the hardline fascist 
group formed in 1990 by Derek Holland, Colin Todd, 
Chris Marchant and Nick Griffin, now leader of the 
British National Party. An offshoot of the former terror- 
ist-orientated third position wing of the National Front, 
the ITP espouses a “third way” in order to “transcend 
the evils of both capitalism and communism’. 

The Crusaders, formed in Manchester in 1997, claim 
to be “made up of members of various political/ pro-life 
groups who had been disillusioned with the ‘main- 
stream’ approach to fighting for the unborn child. We 
were fed up of the leafleting, party political lobbying 
and other ineffectual methods. We wanted to take the 
fight to the Abortionists themselves.” 

The various material produced by the group attests 
to the fact that the Crusaders are prepared to go 
extreme measures to attain their goals. One newsletter 
proclaims, “We don’t subscribe to the philosophy of 
‘turning the other cheek’ ... This war is a Crusade and 
we expect there to be casualties ... You wouldn't want 
that casualty to be you, now would you?” 

The Crusaders have already singled out Marie Stopes 
clinics, running offensive leafleting campaigns outside 
the buildings. One letter distributed in 1998 warned 
ominously, “Marie Stopes — you're next”. 

The Crusaders are highly supportive of Youth 
Defence, a militant pro-life group based in Ireland, 
from which they gain much of their support. 

Extreme anti-abortion violence is most evident in 
the domain of the American religious right, working its 
way from the ranks of hardline anti-government mili- 
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tias, right through to the rhetoric of some mainstream 
politicians. Such tactics are rare in Britain but are dis- 
turbingly on the rise as more and more British far-right 
groups attempt to emulate the extremism and terror- 
ism that has been perpetrated in the States. 

In the US anti-abortion extremists have been able to 
draw support from the ranks of the right-wing militia 
movement, and the extreme right has likewise been 
able to capitalise on and draw on support from the 
anti-abortionists. With a common goal in mind, this 
potent mix of anti-abortion extremism and far-right 
hate boiled over in the mid 1990s with a series of 
bombings. 

Eric Robert Rudolph is on the FBI’s most wanted list 
for the bombing of an abortion clinic in Birmingham, 
Alabama in 1998 and in connection with the Atlanta 
Olympics bombing, which left one dead and hundreds 
injured. This is just one example of the destruction that 
this merger between white supremacy groups and mil- 
itant anti-abortionists has caused. Rudolph has not yet 
been brought to trial, but is a known adherent of 
Christian Identity, an antisemitic and racist movement 
that justifies its violence with religious teachings from 
the Bible. Christian Identity is one of the main sources 
of anti-abortion violence in the US. 

Like most far-right groups, its position on abortion is 
informed by its antisemitic ideology. From Christian 
Identity, right down to the BNP in Britain, abortion is 
seen as a Zionist plot to destroy the white race. Jews 
have been blamed for orchestrating inter-racial mar- 
riage and the deaths of white babies throughout the 
world. This view is highlighted by the use of Holocaust 
terminology and imagery to describe abortion. The fig- 
ure of “six million” is bandied about to equate the num- 
ber of white babies killed with Jewish victims in the 
Holocaust. Abortion is held to be an integral part of the 
Jewish conspiracy for world domination. 

Abortion has always existed as a hotly contested 
issue within the ranks of the far right and remains an 
important battleground. Fascists have long sought to 
justify social inequalities in terms of nature and biol- 
ogy. Relying on traditional gender roles and a strong 
moral order to maintain such inequalities, they view 
the role of mother as the pinnacle of female achieve- 
ment. Women are seen as little more than a possession 
and a contested territory, and abortion has stood as a 
symbolic issue over which fascist groups have sought 
direct control over a woman’s body and her fertility. 

Among far-right groups, however, abortion presents 
a dilemma, because of a contradiction between “the 
right to life for all” and a fundamentally racist and 
exclusionary stance. The heavy reliance of the BNP on 
eugenics would logically result in the position that 
abortion for “non-whites” is a good thing, despite the 
party’s strong anti-abortion stance. Where the 
staunchly Catholic branches of the NE such as the 
Third Positionists and Political Soldiers, were against 
abortion for its own sake, the BNP clearly sees the con- 
tinuation of the “white race” to be the main priority. 

The assumptions that underlie the BNP’s position 
are unambiguous: “Since the introduction of the abor- 
tion law, millions of healthy white British children have 
been murdered” and the result is “Non-whites breeding 
like rabbits, while whites are only breeding at bare 
replacement rate”. So for the BNP “abortion, when it 
means the killing of normal white babies - is a bad 
thing”. What is implied is that not only will white 
women not have the right to an abortion, but “non- 
white” women will not have the right to have children. 
This was apparent from the BNP’s comment on the 
case of Mandy Allwood, who became pregnant with 
eight foetuses with her black boyfriend after receiving 
fertility treatment, “Race-mixer Allwood should abort 
the pregnancy entirely for the good of society”. 

Despite their different stances, all the far-right 
groups place the blame on the woman herself. In the 


view of the NE “abortion is a fancy term in which a 
pregnant woman allows a doctor to kill her baby”. 

Thus the view that the extreme right in Britain prop- 
agates in regards to abortion is confusing. The extreme 
right does support pro-natalism, but those who deem 
race to be the priority at the same time advocate anti- 
natalism for those less “worthy” members of the popu- 
lation, that is, ethnic minorities. 

The far right also jumped with relish on a study by 
two academics at Stanford University published last 
year. Donahue and Levitt suggested that reduced 
crimes rates in the 1990s were directly linked with an 
increase in abortion following its legalisation in 1973. 
The thesis was based on the premise that those children 
who were most likely to commit crime - ethnic minori- 
ties and the poor — had been aborted and thus an entire 
generation of criminals had been eradicated. It is sim- 
plistic correlations such as these that contribute to far- 
right support for abortion for “non-whites”. 

As far-right groups in Britain seek political 
respectability, many campaigning movements are 
being hijacked for sinister motives. Picking on issues 
such as abortion, which, on the surface at least, can be 
portrayed as moral rather than political concerns, 
groups such as the BNP and ITP can capitalise on sup- 
port from those who might not otherwise adhere to 
extreme right-wing views. Emotive subjects such as 
abortion and the environment have always been a 
fruitful recruiting ground for the far right, whose real 
agenda often remains hidden. 

With the likes of the Crusaders, the connection with 
fascism is not explicit. But just a few clicks on the links 
page of their website lead straight to Rebellion, one of 
the most extreme Third Positionist sites on the web. 
Named by the Crusaders as “our sister site”, it makes no 
attempt to hide its connection with far-right politics. 

But it not just the far right that has taken up the 
moral crusade against abortion and women’s rights in 
Britain. The Conservative right has also adopted this 
stance. The Conservative Christian Fellowship (CCF), a 
fringe group of the Tory party, has published huge 
tirades against abortion on its website. Based in 
Conservative Central Office, the CCE “exists to sustain 
and encourage the Christian contribution to the life 
and thinking of the Conservative Party”. Its pages are 
littered with biblical references, which are used to sup- 
port its anti-abortion line. Links are given to the 
“Victims of Abortion helpline, and Tory MPs expose 
Labour's pro-abortion bias”, and give credence to reli- 
gious onslaughts levelled against a woman's right to 
control her own fertility. 

The CCF stance is vehement. The final offering on its 
website is a plea for browsers to pray: “For women who 
are suffering the aftermath of ABORTION - that they 
will find the love, forgiveness and compassion of God 
in their lives”. 

It is just such religious teachings on the American 
right, that have culminated in murder, maiming and 
destruction. 

Judy Thomas, author of Wrath of Angels: The 
American Abortion War, highlights the lessons that we 
can learn from the USA. “The generation-long battle 
over abortion has forever changed the way Americans 
view social protest movements. The American abortion 
war ... served as the catalyst for the mobilisation of 
Evangelical Christians. And so even as ... anti-abortion 
activism died out, the Religious Right that they helped 
create remained one of the most potent forces on the 
American political landscape.” 

While the scale of militant anti-abortion activism in 
this country is not yet comparable to that in the US, it 
is the US campaign that many extremists are now hop- 
ing to replicate. Exploited by far-right ideology, the 
mobilisation of fundamentalists in the US has resulted 
in death and tragedy, ironically perpetrated by those 
purporting to be “pro-life”. 
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NTI-FASCISTS in Britain could easily be forgiven 
for thinking that the only organisation of any sig- 
ificance fighting the post Second World War fas- 
cist revival was the 43 Group. Dave Renton’s well 
researched book shows that not only was this not the 
case, but that a lot more happened, both within and out- 
side the 43 Group, when it came to combating fascism. 

Renton’s book is the only significant publication that I 
can recall on the immediate postwar anti-fascist fight, 
and certainly since Morris Beckman’s book, The 43 
Group, appeared in the early 1990s. Fascism, Anti- 
Fascism and Britain in the 1940s sets out to explain what 
is described as the “spectacular rise and fall of fascism 
which took place between the years 1945 and 1951”. 
Renton applies the theoretical approach that he 
expounded in Fascism: Theory and Practice, which 
argues that fascism is better understood as a political 
movement than as an ideology, contrasting with many 
academics in the field of “fascism studies” who view fas- 
cism as a set of ideas. 

The book is based largely on original material from 
various archives and interviews and the well footnoted 
and confidently written text is unashamedly left-wing in 
its analysis. This contrasts with a spate of material by his- 
torians recently which has made decisive use of inter- 
views with aging fascists who have been keen to — and 
there is no more apt word for it — whitewash the truth. 
Renton makes it clear that he will have no truck with 
these old Blackshirts who still keep in touch through 
their organisation, Friends of Oswald Mosley. 

A chapter devoted to the fascists shows how the many 
small organisations, nearly all with either British or 
national in their title, attempted to organise themselves. 
He also shows that Holocaust denial is not a new phe- 
nomenon. Antisemitism was a powerful political force in 
Britain leading to a high level of physical attacks on Jews. 
The general level of anti-Jewish activity, which was given 
a shot in the arm with reports of attacks on British sol- 
diers by Jewish nationalists in Palestine, serves as a sharp 
warning that virulent antisemitism is not alien to Britain. 
It is a pity that he did not say anything about Mosley’s 
attempted involvement in the 1945 general election, 
something that the historian John Hope has uncovered. 

Renton draws lessons for today arguing that anti-fas- 
cism has been a decisive factor in stemming the growth 
of fascism in Britain. Using material from the period he 
outlines the activities of the Communist Party (CP), 
which was the largest and most significant anti-fascist 
organisation of the period, the 43 Group, the National 
Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL), the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen, the Board of Deputies and others. 

What he says about the 43 Group is a particularly inter- 
esting aspect of the book. Beckman, who was an early 
member of the 43 Group, brought the organisation out of 
obscurity, but his account of the period was very much a 
personal one. He had only been a member (albeit one of 
its founders) during the early part of the organisation's 
existence and therefore his first-hand knowledge dried 
up quickly. Changes in personnel and the activities of the 
43 Group itself were never acknowledged. Most frustrat- 
ing of all was his downplaying of the role of politics in the 
organisation, and in fact of politics at that time per se. 
While Renton is keen to point out that Beckman’s book 
on the 43 Group was lively and informative, he unearths 
some interesting new facts about the organisation. 





At first glance Renton does seem to make a fair attempt 
to show the true role of the CP in combating fascism dur- 
ing this period. However, his own brand of politics, draw- 
ing on Trotskyist tradition, means that he cannot resist 
barbed comments. The most striking aspect that appears 
to be lacking is an adequate explanation of the dissolu- 
tion of the 43 Group. The accepted version of events is 
that the fascists were defeated, so the organisation had 
fulfilled its mission and was wound down. However, 
other anti-fascist groups, such as the NCCL, continued. 
The 43 Group existed at a time when Zionist and com- 
munist interests coincided. Both wanted to see the 
British out of Palestine as part of the solution to the 
Jewish refugee problem and in order to end British impe- 
rialism in the area. By 1950, however, Zionists and com- 
munists were at each other's throats. Abroad, the Jewish 
Anti-Fascist Committee was dissolved in the Soviet 
Union amid an antisemitic campaign and it also became 
clear that the fledgling state of Israel was not going to ally 
itself with the socialist bloc. In these circumstances the 
impossibility of a continuing alliance between Zionists 
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and communists, who were now on opposite sides in the 
Cold war, should surely offer at least part of the explana- 
tion for the dissolution of the organisation. 

The political climate at the time and the shameful role 
of the Labour Government, with its inactivity in the face 
of fascism, is clearly demonstrated in the book. Renton 
shows how as the Cold war unfolded 134 communists 
were transferred or sacked from civil service posts but 
only one fascist. He also draws to our attention the fact 
that Christopher Mayhew, who was then a junior mem- 
ber of the Government, claimed that the Cabinet knew as 
early as 1947 that Nazi war criminals were entering 
Britain from Eastern Europe. 

Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Britain in the 1940s is well 
worth reading even if you are likely, as I did, to disagree 
with much of the analysis. It is an honest and unapolo- 
getic attempt at giving a particular left perspective of the 
events. But be warned, if you want to read it you might 
have to get your library to purchase it. For a left-wing 
book, the price is decidedly un-proletarian. 
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Germany S°“ 


A former Waffen SS officer has been charged with shoot- 
ing dead seven Jewish prisoners in 1945, partly as a 
result of testimony from a retired Montreal professor. 
Julius Viel, 82, a retired journalist and respected local 
newspaper editor, arrested in Baden-Wiirttemberg last 
October, is accused of killing the prisoners as they dug 
anti-tank trenches near the Czech town of Litomerice. 
The victims were internees at the nearby Theresienstadt 
concentration camp. Prosecutors say the charges are 
based in part on information supplied by Adalbert 
Lallier, a retired Canadian university professor, who was 
a 17-year-old member of Viel’s military unit at the time. 


Austria | 


The Austrian journalists’ union has leapt to the defence 
of the noted Vienna journalist and commentator Karl 
Pfeifer by agreeing to finance a libel suit he is bringing 
against an extreme right-wing weekly. 

The case arises from the death, reportedly by suicide, 
of Werner Pfeifenberger, a former Miinster university 
professor, in the Alps on 13 May. Pfeifenberger, an 
Austrian, who was facing trial for breaking Austrian laws 
banning nazi activities, sued Pfeifer for defamation, 
claiming £15,000 damages, after Pfeifer exposed the 
“nazi tone” of an article in the 1995 year book of Jorg 
Haider’s extremist Freiheitliche Partei Osterreichs (FPO), 
which blamed the Jews for the Second World War. 
Pfeifenberger lost the action despite taking it to Austria’s 
highest court. 

After his still unclarified death, the far-right Vienna 
weekly, Zur Zeit, published a witch-hunting attack on 
Pfeifer and others, accusing them of conspiracy and 
“manhunting” Pfeifenberger “to death”. Zur Zeit’s pub- 
lisher, Andreas MOlzer, is a leading cultural adviser to 
Haider. 


Russia ©) 


Dozens of Russian skinheads giving Nazi-style salutes 
and bawling fascist slogans rampaged through central 
Moscow at the end of June, smashing cars and fighting 
with police. Police said one officer was injured and eye- 
witnesses reported at least four cars badly damaged, one 
with blood spattered on the bonnet. Dozens of people 
were detained at police stations. The skinheads poured 
through streets north of the city centre after a rock con- 
cert and were confronted by police who fired live rounds 
into the air but failed to stop them. The group then 
surged into adjoining areas where they were met by 
police reinforcements. 
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THE EUROPEAN Court of Human Rights has nominated 
three “wise men” to monitor Austria’s treatment of 
minorities, immigrants and refugees and assess the 
“political character of Jorg Haider's Freedom Party”. If 
they report favourably, the European Union's sanctions 
against Austria could be lifted. 

Karl Pfeifer argues that they must examine the differ- 
ences between official declarations and political reality. 

Never before has an Austrian president needed to 
compel a newly elected government to sign a Preamble 
to its programme promising to maintain the values that 
underpin democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Since 3 February, President Thomas Klestil has been 
under constant attack from Jorg Haider’s far-right 
Freedom Party (FPO) and from people in his own conser- 
vative Austrian People’s Party (OVP) for having taken this 
unprecedented step. 

The OVP-FPO coalition has revived the lie of Austria as 
victim, first of the Nazis, then of the “international Jewish 
lobby” in the case of Kurt Waldheim, and now of the EU, 
which has axed relations because of the FPO’s participa- 
tion in the government. The politicians’ vanity has been 
wounded and their fury about “sanctions” is being used 
to divert attention from measures aimed at slashing 
social gains and rights. 

Yet there remains a huge gulf between reality and the 
Preamble exacted from Haider and Prime Minister 
Wolfgang Schiissel. 

Preamble: The federal Government stands for respect, 
tolerance and understanding for all human beings, irre- 
spective of their origin, religion or politics. It condemns 
and actively combats any form of discrimination, intoler- 
ance and demagogy in all areas. 

Reality: On 15 May, the FPO floated ideas for tough 
measures against Austrians “who violate the interests of 
the state’ and criticise the Government. Dieter 
Béhmdorfer, Haider's former lawyer and FPO Justice 
Minister, said at a joint press conference with Haider that 
these ideas “are definitely worth pursuing”. FPO street 
posters already denounce “socialist smearers of Austria” 
and “privileged red bigwigs”, the same arguments used by 
the Nazis before power was handed to them. 

Preamble: The federal Government works for an 
Austria in which xenophobia, antisemitism and racism 
have no place. 

Reality: Haider, commenting on the EU’s appointment 
of the “wise men’, told a television interviewer: “One has 
to be a bit careful about the three wise men because their 
visit did nothing to stop Jesus's crucifixion and if we get 
involved in their game they will crucify us”. 

Haider might not have been referring to Jews but 
Friedrich Romig’s recent remarks in another connection 
in Zur Zeit, published by Andreas Mélzer, chief cultural 
adviser to Haider, make one wonder: “The majority of the 
Jewish people and its leaders forced the death sentence 
against Christ and pushed through his crucifixion by 
Pilate”. 

Romig also complains about a supposed anti-Austrian 
conspiracy. A former “European commissioner” of the 
Austrian bishop Kurt Krenn, Romig believes a “liberal- 
socialist-communist-internationalist clique” press- 
ganged Klestil to dictate the Preamble and that this same 
“clique” “just needs to press a button to organise a big 
demonstration in Vienna and protests as far away as 
Sydney”. 

Preamble: The federal Government is committed to a 


self-critical scrutiny of the National Socialist past. 

Reality: Ernst Windholz, FPO chairman in Lower 
Austria, used the Waffen SS motto “Unsere Ehre heisst 
Treue” (Our honour is loyalty) in a speech to party mem- 
bers in June. Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner 
told the Vienna weekly Falter that Windholz had not 
meant to use the SS motto, merely the individual terms 
“honour” and “loyalty”. Haider went further, saying: “it 
can be no bad thing when someone commits themselves 
to decency, loyalty, honesty and conscientiousness”. 

Preamble: The singularity of the crimes of the 
Holocaust which are without precedent in history are an 
exhortation to permanent alertness... [The Government] 
will ensure unreserved clarification, exposure of the 
structures of injustice and the transmission of this 
knowledge to coming generations as a warning for the 
future. 

Reality: Zur Zeit explicitly denied the Holocaust in an 
article by Hans Gamlich, proclaiming that “the myth of 
the six million was institutionalised by the greatest show 
trial in history at Nuremberg”. Charges against Mdélzer 
were dropped, on the grounds that it could not be proven 
that Mdlzer had read the article before publishing it. 

At the same time, one of Austria’s most distinguished 
political scientists, Professor Anton Pelinka, has been 
convicted by a Vienna court for defamation. His crime 
was to tell Italian television that Haider “is responsible for 
having made national socialist positions and statements 
politically acceptable”. 

Preamble: As regards the question of forced labour 
under the National Socialist regime, the federal 
Government will endeavour to arrive at objective solu- 
tions. 

Reality: The Austrian parliament voted unanimously 
to set up a compensation fund of £28 million for former 
forced and slave labourers — 90% of whom are not Jews — 
under a “Reconciliation Law” but Schtissel relativises 
Nazi crimes by suggesting, “there were also other victims, 
for example the expellees” (ethnic Germans forced out of 
eastern Europe at the end of the war). 

Meanwhile, the FPO has declared in parliament that 
“Austria expects similar reconciliation measures from 
Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Croatia’ and 
the OVP former mayor of Ohlsdorf has said: “The Jews 
will continue to push their luck until they cop one on the 
head”. 

The political basis for this venom has been spelled out 
by John Gudenus, an FPO Federal Council member and 
co-publisher of Zur Zeit: “With whom are we supposed to 
reconcile? This is nothing to do with morality but it is 
purely a matter of protection money, paid out for a state 
of affairs for which we Austrians were not responsible”. 


‘Going into details’ 

Political observers expected the OVP to exercise a mod- 
erating influence on the FPO but this has not happened. 
Schiissel defends the FPO and Haider against a claimed 
“manhunt”. Schiissel’s answer to accusations of racism 
against the FPO is simple: “Racism is an offence. Whoever 
thinks the FPO is racist should bring the matter to a 
court.” 

This is easier said than done. The FPO achieved power 
after an election campaign in which Austria was plas- 
tered with posters promising: “We guarantee to stop the 
takeover by foreigners”. No prosecutions were brought at 
the time and nobody talks about it in parliament. 

A German journalist asked Ferrero-Waldner whether 
she knew that, under the FPO’s rules, every party mem- 
ber is obliged to follow the leader's directions and that he 
has the power to remove democratic structures. “Le Pen 
[the French fascist leader] doesn’t even do that”. Ferrero- 
Waldner replied dismissively: “If you are going into these 
details ...”. 

Hopefully, the EU’s “wise men” will assess the Austrian 
Government's deeds, including the outbursts of its politi- 
cians, by “going into these details”. 
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CHILE 


Justice evades victims 
by Steve Silver 


struggle for justice for the victims of General 
Augusto Pinochet's military dictatorship over the 
past few months. 

At the end of May, Pinochet was stripped of his immu- 
nity from prosecution, removing the greatest barrier to 
him facing trial for human rights’ abuses. Chile's judges 
voted by 13 to 9 to remove the protection that the 
General had accorded himself when he changed the 
country’s constitution in 1980. For years Pinochet, who 
overthrew the democratically elected socialist President 
Salvador Allende amid much bloodshed in 1973, has 
faced no prospect of prosecution. According to an offi- 
cial report, 3,190 people were killed by the armed forces 
and more than 1,000 remain unaccounted for during the 
period of his rule. 

Pinochet's supporters, and the military in particular, 
were keen to see his immunity retained. Just a week 
before the judges’ decision military leaders issued a 
chilling communiqué reminding the public that the 
constitution gives them the right to be “the guarantors of 
the country’s institutional order’. Clearly seeing the 
statement as a threat to the government decision to 
allow the courts to seek justice for the victims of human 
rights abuses, President Richard Lagos responded in a 
national radio interview by saying: “We are in a demo- 
cratic country and the decisions of the courts are going 
to be respected and adhered to by everyone”. 

In the wake of the ruling a Chilean court announced 
that it would start to put together a case against the 
General. Pinochet faces 110 lawsuits filed on behalf of 
those killed or missing during the 17 years that the army 
ruled the country. In releasing the 55-page decision, the 
court's president, Ruben Ballesteros, said that the 22 
members of the court “resolved that there are grounds to 
begin a case”. 

Opponents of the former dictator cheered and wept 
for joy on hearing the news while the former dictator’s 
defence team announced plans to appeal against the 
ruling. Viviana Diaz, president of the Association of 
Relatives of the Disappeared, told reporters that “it’s 
unbelievable what we've just heard, but we did it!” (For 
an exclusive interview with Diaz see the June issue of 
Searchlight, no 300). 

While the wheels of justice were slowly grinding over 
Pinochet, Chilean democrats received bad news at the 
end of June when “The Discussion Table” (a commission 
of inquiry) delivered its deliberations. The former 
Minister of Defence, Edmundo Perez Yoma, convened 
the commission on 21 August 1999 in order to discuss 
the legacy of human rights violations committed by the 
military government. Its members were military repre- 
sentatives, human rights’ lawyers, religious figures and 
academics. 

Always wary of what the results might be because of 
how the commission was first constituted, relatives of 
the disappeared were furious when it was proposed that 
former and current military officers would be allowed to 
come forward with information about the victims of the 
dictatorship without fear of punishment. Under the pro- 
posals representatives of the police and military have six 
months to comb the military and gather information on 
what happened to the disappeared, how they were killed 
and — if possible — where they are buried. The represen- 


Tis HAVE been more twists and turns in the long 


tatives will have six months to present their findings. 

When the Chilean lower house of deputies met to 
approve the results of the commission relatives of the 
disappeared attempted to disrupt proceeding when 100 
of them burst into the chamber unfurling banners and 
chanting “we want truth and justice” and “traitors”. The 
police dragged the protesters from the building. In spite 
of their protests the plan was approved by a vote of 104 
to nil. With incredible haste the Senate finally approved 
the plan later the same day by a vote of 43 to 1. 

The army, which for years has refused to use the word 
dictatorship in relation to the Pinochet era, applauded 
the Senate's decision saying that it would allow Chile to 
put its past behind it. Speaking on behalf of relatives of 
the disappeared Viviana Diaz said of President Lagos, 
who supports the plan, “We are concerned that he is 
thinking more about the column of truth than the col- 
umn of justice”. 

The Association of Relatives of the Disappeared issued 
a public statement when the commission first made its 
decision accusing it of endorsing “State terrorism’. The 
statement said: “Future generations have a duty and the 
right to know their history. In addition to inheriting 
‘coexistence based on liberty, truth, tolerance and 
respect’ [as the commission argues] it must be backed by 
a concept which is systematically omitted throughout 
their proposal ... and that is JUSTICE.” 

However, the promise of immunity has prompted one 
former non-commissioned military officer to come for- 
ward on national state television. He said that political 
prisoners were routinely executed at a soccer stadium in 
the Chilean capital, Santiago, after the coup. This his- 
toric statement marks the first time that a member of the 
armed forces has acknowledged these events publicly. 

The soldier, Robert Saldias, said that the executioners 
“took the law in their own hands”. At the time he was one 
of hundreds of guards at the stadium, which was used as 
a prison camp. Saldius claimed that prisoners were 
organised in groups and identified by yellow, black and 
red discs. “Whoever received a red disc had no chance,” 
he told viewers. 

The only person named by Saldius was former 
Lieutenant Armando Fernandez Larios, who fled to the 
United States in the late 1970s. 
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German nazis killed five people 
over a 14-day period this spring. 
The police, security services 
and anti-fascists are 
increasingly anxious over the 
threat of a terror campaign by 
the country’s growing militant 





Mozambican Alberto Adriano 
killed by nazis 
By Tammy Wild in De 





PICTURE A small town park in the middle of the east 
German high-rise town of Dessau. A police station is just 
500 metres away from the park’s overgrown hedges, old 
beeches and sparse grass. 

Here, in the early hours of 12 June, Alberto Adriano, a 
39-year-old Mozambican contract worker, was battered 
into a coma, just three minutes from his home. 

Adriano was returning to his flat after a party with 
friends. Taking his usual route through the park, he was 
waylaid by three bawling and drunken nazi skinheads 
from Bad Liebenwerda and Wolfen. 

When Adriano, who first came to Germany under an 
agreement between Mozambique and the former East 
German government, remonstrated with them over their 
nazi slogans, they turned on him, kicking and punching 
him, causing serious injuries. 





As he lay senseless his attackers stripped off his 
clothes. A local resident who heard his frantic cries for 
help called the police and a doctor, but it was nearly half 
an hour before the police came. He died in hospital a few 
days later without regaining consciousness. 

Unusually, the police arrested the three attackers at 
the scene the same evening. The nazis’ behaviour was a 
classic example of racist thinking. “You're not going to 
get anything out of us about this foreign swine,” two of 
the attackers, aged 16 and 17, told the police. Both were 
already known to the police for previous offences. 

The door of the flat in Wolfen where Frank 
Miethbauer, the youngest of the three, lives with his 
mother boasts the number 88, standing for HH — Heil 
Hitler. Next to it is a drawing of a skinhead with a 
clenched fist and the word “Quiet!”. The walls of the 
whole estate are plastered with graffiti proclaiming “for- 
eigners and vermin out!”. 

The investigation has now passed from the local pros- 
ecutor to the federal state prosecution service. The only 
official statement is the tired old phrase: “We will look 
into a possible right-wing extremist background”. 

Since Adriano’s funeral a small unobtrusive granite 
stone with an engraved flower has stood in the park. In 
front lies a photograph of Adriano, surrounded by 
wreaths, candles, cards and cuddly toys. “The toys are 
there for Alberto’s three children,” said Sandra, who lives 
with a refugee from Mali. Since the murder she has not 
let their five-year-old daughter play outside. 

Sandra and other women in relationships with con- 
tract workers and refugees regularly visit the stone. 
While the women were arranging the wreaths and talk- 
ing quietly about the everyday abuse they suffer, two 
shaven-headed louts arrived yelling “piss off you nigger 
whores’. 

A few days after the murder a demonstration of 
around 2,000 people marched from Dessau’s town hall 
to the park. The Prime Minister of Sachsen-Anhalt called 
for “decisive action against right-wing extremism and 
xenophobia”, arguing that “there is no excuse for this 
kind of brutality whether or not there is a background of 
privation or psychological problems”. Federal president 
Johannes Rau told the rally: “this case makes one feel 
sad, helpless and somewhat angry and we must speak 
out against all xenophobic prejudice”. 

An African asylum seekers’ representative from 
Cameroon demanded the dispersal of all asylum seekers 
from Dessau to western Germany if the local situation 
has not improved by the end of the month. He called for 
an end to racist police checks in which black people are 
stopped and searched as suspected “drug dealers”. He 
had said only a few words before officials and their min- 
ders attempted to shut him up. 

The anger and fear of Dessau’s tiny African commu- 
nity are palpable. Asylum seekers and contract workers 
are of one mind: “We don't want to be treated any more 
like second class citizens. We are not dogs to be kicked 
around.” 

Later that evening while 500 anti-fascists marched 
through the housing estate, representatives of the asy- 
lum seekers and contract workers held talks with Green 
Party representatives. The press was excluded. 

At the meeting the asylum seekers presented their 
demands: dispersal, the right to a decent life, the right to 
work and an independent foreigners’ council with deci- 
sion-making powers and control over the behaviour of 
the police. 

A speaker from the churches suggested a round table 
discussion with the police to establish who was to blame 
for the situation. Marielouisa Beck, a Green politician 
present at the meeting, was quoted the next day saying, 
“If the boot-boy mentality gets the upper hand, today it 
will be the blacks, tomorrow the gays and the next day 
the liberals”. 

She went on to demand that teachers, parents and the 
police should not tolerate extreme right-wing views. The 


Searchlight August 2000 28 





ERSCHOSSEN 
Polizeikommissar 
Thomas Goretzki 
starb als erster 





a & Z| 
ERSCHOSSEN 
Polizetobermeisterii 
Yvonne 
Hachtkemper 





ERSCHOSSEN 
Polizeimeister 
Matthias Larisch 
von Woitowitz 


refugees’ demands for dispersal to western Germany 
received little sympathy. Green MP Cem Oezdemir said: 
“If the asylum seekers leave here then the nazis have 
achieved what they want: foreigner-free zones”. The 
state’s job, he said, was to guarantee the security of all 
and he supported a call for decentralised accommoda- 
tion for asylum seekers. 

Oezdemir concluded: “It should be a case of ‘nazis out’ 
and not ‘black Africans out’.” These words sound laud- 
able but overlook the underlying problem that as long as 
the “Red-Green” government tolerates the inherent 
racism of the majority of Germans further victims are 
inevitable”. 


Nee shoots three police dead 





A NAZI shot dead three police officers after his car was 
stopped in a routine police check on 14 June. 

Michael Berger, 31, an unemployed car mechanic, 
gunned down Thomas Goretzki, in a hail of bullets from 
a Parabellum pistol as the officer approached the car. 
Berger then drove away at speed. 

Thirty minutes later another police patrol spotted his 
metallic grey BMW 15 miles north of Dortmund and 
pulled him in. The two officers were later found shot 
dead with horrific head wounds. After a massive police 
dragnet, Berger’s body was found on a country footpath 
a few miles away. He had shot himself. 

Berger, thrown out of the German army for dishonesty 
following the disappearance of some weapons, had been 
the best marksman in his grenadier unit. A police search 
of his home after his death uncovered a small arsenal 
including hand guns, rifles and a hand grenade. 

While working in a car repair shop, Berger used to try 
to impress his mates by neatly laying out bullets on his 
desk. They regarded him as a freak, especially after he 
had the number 88, denoting Heil Hitler, cut into his 
hair. 

He had joined the nazi Deutsche Volksunion but left 
after complaining that all the party did was take his 
monthly membership fee. He turned up later in the even 
more extreme Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands. 

He only felt he was being taken seriously when he 
started hanging around pubs dressed in skinhead regalia 
with a gang of much younger youths. This group, based 
in the small Westphalian town of Bork, called itself the 
“Lippefront” or “Bork terror gang” and was notorious for 
painting swastikas on buildings. The internal security 
service dismissed them as “a bunch of boozers”. 
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Berger was certainly prone to heavy drinking and this, 
combined with psychological problems and fanatical 
politics, turned out to be lethal. A psychologist who 
treated Berger described him as “a severely disturbed 
person” who was ice-cold, brutal and without feeling for 
others. Five years ago he had apparently told friends: 
“When I have to go, I'll take as many policemen as I can 
with me”. 


Youth dies in oe mayhem’ 
m d in Eberswalde 





WHEN IS homicide politically motivated? Not, it seems, 
when the victim is an anti-fascist punk and his killer a 
hanger-on of the extreme right. 

The question has been the constant subject of discus- 
sion among the youngsters who still gather at the bus 
stop in the small Brandenburg town of Eberswalde 
where on the night of 31 May their friend, 22-year-old 
Falco Liidke, was murdered. 

For the authorities, Liidke’s death was the result of a 
clash between “rival youth groups” but his friends hotly 
dispute this view. Their accounts symbolise the atmos- 
phere of fear and violence that pervades numerous 
communities in eastern Germany. 

The facts are that a skinhead, known for legal reasons 
as Mike B, was travelling home by bus with another skin- 
head and his girlfriend after an evening’s drinking. 
Liidke and a friend were on the same bus. A discussion 
started after Liidke spotted B’s right-wing tattoos. B’s 
bonehead pal intervened aggressively, provoking a scuf- 
fle. 

Eventually, the atmosphere calmed down. But the 
argument flared up again after Liidke and B, 27, got off 
the bus and ended with B punching Liidke to the ground 
in the path of a taxi. Liidke died a few a hours later from 
his injuries. 

Annegret Klatt, spokeswoman for the Eberswalde 
police, denies that Liidke’s death had a political link. 
Although B was a known thug, she claims that he 
resorted to violence because he felt he was being 
harassed. 

While B was not a leading nazi, he most certainly fre- 
quented the right-wing youth centre Domizil and shared 
the fascist and racist views prevalent there. Kai Wendell, 
a local social worker who works with victims of right- 
wing violence, describes Liidke’s untimely death as “an 
expression of the current social normality” and says “it 
demonstrates how little it takes to spark off right-wing 
violence with lethal consequences”. 

Eberswalde is no stranger to fascist mayhem. Just 100 
metres away from the scene of Ltidke’s killing, Amadeu 
Antonio, an Angolan contract worker, was beaten to 
death by a gang of nazis in 1990 while plain-clothes . 
police officers stood by. 

Next to the bus stop stands a single-storey building 
that was once a refugee centre. In 1992 it was fire- 
bombed by nazis who were never traced or arrested. It 
was later turned into a “social centre” and used by nazis 
to plot violence. 

Eberswalde is no longer Brandenburg’s main right- 
wing flashpoint. The improvement in the situation is 
largely due to the unstinting efforts of anti-fascists in 
identifying and confronting the nazis at a time when the 
authorities concentrated on “understanding” them. 
There is now a left-wing youth centre, a project support- 
ing former slave labourers and a small African cultural 
centre. 

Nevertheless, the nazis remain. A well organised and 
very active fascist Kameradschaft was led for a long time 
by Gordon Reinholz, now a leading activist in the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten. They are still able to draw young 
people, for whom right-wing views are quite normal, 
into the kind of violence that leaves its victims severely 
injured or dead. 


NORWAY 


Anti-abortion-activists link up 
with revisionists 
From Monitor in Oslo 


PRO VITA (For Life), Norway’s biggest and probably 
most fundamentalist anti-abortion group, which 
attracts many members from the mainstream 
Christian right, hit the headlines on 16 June when a 
local newspaper, Telemarksavisa, revealed that its 
deputy leader in Telemark is none other than the infa- 
mous historical revisionist, Inger Cecilie Stridsklev. 

Stridsklev, a doctor, is well known to anti-fascists for 
her links with the so-called Institute for Norwegian 
Occupation History (INO), an outfit set up by former 
members of the wartime collaborator Vidkun 
Quisling’s Nasjonal Samling (NS) party and of the 
Waffen-SS. According to Stridsklev, her struggle against 
abortion and her revisionist activities are two sides of 
the same coin: she is fighting for those who can not 
defend themselves. 

Stridsklev subscribes to the idea that Quisling and 
his party were not national socialists or antisemites 
and claims bizarrely that no other Norwegian saved as 
many Jews as Quisling. Every year, on the anniversary 
of Quisling’s execution, she lays a wreath on his grave 
and organises a memorial evening at her home. 

She also claimed in a report for a local history proj- 
ect that the Norwegian resistance illegally executed a 
huge number of alleged “rats” (Gestapo informers) 
during the war. Genuine historians say her figures 
include people killed by the Germans, ordinary murder 
victims and non-existent persons. 

Among those apparently ignorant about Stridsklev’s 
position as one of Norway’s leading revisionists are Pro 
Vita’s leader in Telemark and the Christian Democratic 
MP Bror Yngve Rahm. Neither was willing to condemn 
her activities publicly when confronted with the facts. 

While anti-fascists and most historians agree that 
the INO is a fascist outfit, set up solely to rewrite 
Norway’s war history, it has the support of Hans 
Fredrik Dahl, a professor of history, who has described 
David Irving as the leading source in the study of 
Nazism. 

Dahl insists that the INO has no ties with nazis and 
that no one has managed to prove it has. He appears to 
overlook such infamous INO members as Jan Holthe, 
the former leader of White Aryan Resistance, and Knut 
Westland of the Norwegian Patriot Unity Party. 

While some of Quisling’s apologists work openly 
within mainstream politics, life is less easy for some his 
other fans. Morten Bakke, until recently the would-be 
fiihrer of Blood and Honour in Norway, has settled 
down as an exile in Sweden. Protected by his friend 
Marcel Schilf, Bakke is in hiding from his former com- 
rades in Norway. According to nazi sources, Bakke is 
having trouble convincing them that he is not a police 
informer. Three young nazis are now serving sentences 
for arson as a result of information alleged to have 
come from Bakke. 

Another Norwegian who has moved to Sweden is 
Bakke’s sidekick, Svein Magnussen. Magnussen was 
last seen on a military training session organised by the 
Swedish National Socialist Front in April. Since the two 
men left Norway, almost nothing has been heard from 
the Norwegian branch of Blood and Honour. What 
effects Bakke’s presence in Sweden will have on the 
nazi movement there and on their relations with their 
Norwegian friends remains to be seen. 
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RUSSIA TOO has its football hooligans. St Petersburg 
was the scene of a battle between rival mobs when the 
city’s team, Zenith, played the famed Moscow Dynamo. 

Hundreds of Moscow fans arrived by train in the early 
hours of the morning. Zenith fans were already waiting 
to commence battle with them but, seeing their num- 
bers, decided against an immediate attack. A few hours 
later fighting broke out at an underground station near 
Zenith’s stadium, with rival mobs hurling missiles and 
laying into each other. 

Shortly after the clash, a youth was found dead in a 
local café. Zenith fans interpreted his demise as a mur- 
der committed by Moscow Dynamo hooligans, but the 
police said he died of an epileptic fit or a drugs overdose. 

After the match, which was won by Moscow Dynamo, 
more than 800 police were needed to maintain order 
and escort rival fans back to the main stations. Several 
were arrested for smashing train windows and the day 
ended with 80 fans jailed. 

At the exit of the underground station, police filmed 
fans who were funnelled between two cordons of militia 
men all the way to the stadium. Coming out of the 
ground, fans were funnelled back to the station in the 
same way, this time with mounted police present. 

Kevin O’Flynn, describing Russian soccer fan culture 
in the Moscow Times at the end of last year, observed: “It 
used to be a form of counter-culture against Soviet cul- 
ture. Even hippies attended matches. The first club flags 
appeared in this period and the first groups of Spartak 
fans only began to travel around Russia around 1979. As 
fans became more mobile, incidents began and, for cer- 
tain people, these fights replaced gang turf wars.” 

In the 1980s, Spartak and Dynamo Kiev fans fought 
pitched battles that turned into major riots. During the 
Soviet period, there was fierce rivalry between the fans 
of the army team CSKA and Spartak. 

Hooliganism tailed off after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the winding up of the Soviet Football League 
in 1991. Until the mid 1990s, supporters remained rela- 
tively calm. Today, however, the atmosphere resembles 
that found in British or Italian stadia. 

Around 1,000 of Spartak’s 25,000 supporters can be 
counted as hard-core hooligans. Fanzines such as 
Spartak’s Ultra New and CSKA’ss Russia Fan Herald brag 
openly about violent activity. Because the police have 
such a strong presence both in and around stadia on 
match days, the Russian hooligans ape British soccer 
yobs by privately arranging fights in nearby parks. 

These battles are over very quickly but involve hun- 
dreds of young men. Russian soccer thugs also appear to 
be fans of the far right. Their literature and fanzines 
speak openly about White Power and black players are 
usually welcomed by yobs chucking banana skins on the 
pitch. The notorious far-right buffoon, Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, has even personally paid for CSKA hooli- 
gans to travel to matches. 

Among the Moscow Dynamo hooligans involved in 
the clashes with Zenith fans were organised fascist 
groups with Celtic cross patches on their jackets. This 
mob was also the first to display a banner with the slo- 
gan “White Power” at a match in 1996. Other right-wing 
fans from Spartak and CSKA united to stage a demon- 
stration outside the American embassy after Nato 
started its bombing campaign against Serbia. 
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Radical Conservatives shift to antisemitism 


From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


SOONER OR later, Sweden was bound to get its own 
posh, full colour, up-market, bimonthly, almost intelli- 
gent, radical-conservative magazine. First published 
last October as a “conservative ideas magazine’, Salt is 
already looking forward to its sixth edition. 

Its editors, Jonas De Geer and Per Olof Bolander, 
assured readers this would be no ordinary conservative 
magazine emulating wishy-washy leftist-liberal ideas. 
On the contrary, they claimed, Salt would critically tar- 
get the “Ideology of Power’, meaning feminists, gays, 
multicultural ideas, and so on. 

Salt made an obvious attempt to recruit anumber of 
high-profile respectable conservative writers, keeping 
its extreme-right poison somewhat on the sidelines. 
The first issue introduced the right-wing philosopher 
Roger Scruton, of the English magazine Salisbury 
Review, reminiscing about the “lost civilisation”. 

The first issue also boasted writers such as Knut 
Carlqvist, editor of Finanstidningen (Financial News), 
the author Tage Lindbom, university professor Svante 
Nordin, Anders Bj6rnsson and Mats Gellerfelt of the 
national newspaper Svenska Dagbladet and Per Landin, 
cultural staff writer at the big daily Dagens Nyheter. 

Most of Sweden's intellectuals gave Salt the cold 
shoulder. The exception was a tiny section of the ultra- 
conservative right, who gloated that Sweden had finally 
got a voice to shriek at feminism and other allegedly evil 
forces of modern society. 
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A racist’s who’s who 

What is a surprise, however, is how quickly some of 
Salt’s more respectable contributors have abandoned 
ship. The answer probably lies in the latest issue, which 
reads like a who's who of the populist, anti-immigration 
and racist right. Among its contributors are Jan Milld 
and Anders Sundholm, editors of the extreme-right and 
xenophobic Blue-Yellow Questions (a reference to the 
colours of the Swedish flag). 

Eva Bergqvist, an editor of the racist magazine Fri 
Information, which plays a key role in organising the 
respectable racists, and Ingrid Bj6rkman, a former 
organiser of the Society for National and International 
Development, are also there. Until it was exposed by 
Searchlight’s sister magazine Expo in 1996, the Society 
was a Clandestine racist lobby organising campaigns to 
deport immigrants. 


Ordering Irving’s execution 

Also surprising is how quickly, compared to similar rad- 
ical-conservative rags abroad, Salt has introduced anti- 
semitism as a key element of its ideology. Following 
Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson’s international 
Holocaust conference in January, Salt claimed that 
belief in the Holocaust had been elevated to a “state reli- 
gion” and that “Holocaust critics” were being treated as 
the heretics of mediaeval times. 

In addition, along the lines of any run-of-the-mill 
nazi outfit, Salt claimed that the “Holocaust industry” 
had a financial aspect, namely that it forced the Western 
countries, generation after generation, to pay gigantic 
sums to Jewish organisations or the state of Israel. 

The latest Salt raises antisemitism to a new level. 
Focusing on David Irving's libel case against Professor 
Lipstadt, De Geer devotes five pages to an in-depth 
interview with Irving. According to Salt, Irving, who is 
not widely known among the Swedish public, has been 
“sentenced unheard” and subjected to a “scandalous 
campaign of slander” by the Swedish media. 

Critics of Irving, such as Mr Jackie Jakubowski, chief 
editor of the Swedish Jewish Chronicle, and Sweden's 
former deputy Prime Minister Mr Per Ahlmark, one of 
the founders of the Swedish Committee against 
Antisemitism (SKMA), are written off as “unbalanced 
fanatics”. 

In the interview, Irving is allowed to expand on his 
theory that there is a “Jewish conspiracy” to smear his 
name and censor his work. Lipstadt, Irving claims, has 
ordered his “execution” by “Jewish fanatics” from a syn- 
agogue in Baton Rouge in the USA. 

Salt, which is financed by the Swedish multimillion- 
aire Bertel Nathorst, will undoubtedly find an appropri- 
ate readership among the cultural elitists who would 
dearly love to rehabilitate the antisemitism of the “good 
old days”. 
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Socialists talk while fascist parties win new friends 


by Gerry Gable 


people to prevent them from falling into the hands 
of the far right, Searchlight told a conference 
attended by European Socialist leaders and MEPs. 

The half-day meeting, hosted by Swiss socialists in 
Berne on 26 June, was part of a series of Round Table 
gatherings organised by the Party of European Socialists 
in conjunction with the RAXEN bureau in Vienna, which 
is funded by the European Parliament to monitor racism 
and xenophobia. The theme of the conference was 
“Fighting back against right-wing populism’. 

The recent electoral success of the right-wing Swiss 
People’s Party, which took 23% in a national poll, had 
alerted Swiss socialists to the fact that it was not only in 
Italy, Austria, Belgium and Spain that far-right parties 
were gaining electoral ground. 

Fears exist that local referenda over the status of 
immigrants and refugees might lead to the expulsion of 
asylum seekers. Twenty years ago a referendum on the 
issue of expelling one third of the country’s Italian immi- 
grants and their families was only narrowly defeated 
53% to 47%. 

Opinion at the Berne conference was divided. A strong 
speech by the British MEP Michael Cashman supported 
working together with all groups under fire, including 
blacks, Jews, gays, disabled people, asylum seekers and 
immigrant workers. 

Anna Terror I Cusi, MEP, from Catalonia, spoke about 
the 58 asylum seekers found dead in a sealed container 
at Dover. She went on to say that year upon year around 
1,000 people die trying to cross from North Africa to 
Spain. 

Some MEPs were complacent but others pointed out 
that a number of factors were combining to give a boost 
to the far right. One was that many socialist parties had 
adopted a Blairite third positionist line and were forget- 
ting their traditional supporters, some of whom in frus- 
tration and anger were turning to the fascist and racist 
parties that were courting them. Another was that too 
many old socialists were fighting an enemy they still saw 
in its 1930s and 1940s form. 

Rudolf Scharping, President of the German Socialist 
Party, made an appalling speech emphasising meeting 
the concerns of the man in the street, in other words giv- 
ing way to prejudice against asylum seekers and immi- 
grants. After trying to pain a rosy picture of life in the 
new united Germany, he admitted that in the eastern 
states one in five young men were associated with far- 
right groups. He left early for a prior engagement in 
Berlin, collected from the conference hall by a uni- 
formed Bundeswehr officer. 

Some debate took place over the expansion of the 
European community but no clear answers were found, 
in fact nothing much of any substance emerged from the 
conference. 

Searchlight’s representative called for work with 


Bernie: SOCIALISTS should work with young 


young people to counteract far-right influences. 
Socialists must face fascism and fight it, not find excuses 
not to do so. They should also look long and hard at the 
concepts that some European socialist leaders are 
espousing, such as Blair’s “civic society”, an idea born in 
Mussolini's Italy in the late 1920s. Some MEPs were say- 
ing that the public did not want politicians wagging their 
fingers at them over race and immigration. Searchlight 
said some of us were sick and tired of being preached at 
by our own finger-wagging leaders. Searchlight’s 
remarks must have found favour among some present, 
as we were thanked for our contribution with a bottle of 
fine wine. 

The position paper issued to delegates made some 
very good points, especially in pointing out how the 
quasi respectable parties of the right were just one step 
away from the nazi skinheads, gigs and street violence. 

If this conference was inconclusive, reports of a sum- 
mit meeting of the Europe for the Union of the Nations 
group held in Italy in early May showed that the stable 
door was being closed after the fascist horses and their 
sinister helpers had well and truly bolted. 

The meeting was attended by MEPs of the House of 
Liberty, Silvio Berlusconi's Italian far-right coalition for- 
merly called the Freedom Alliance, as well as Gerrard 
Collins, a former Irish government minister, and Charles 
Pasqua, the former French Interior Minister and the 
group’s president. Other MEPs came from Denmark, 
Portugal and France. A delegation from Gianfranco 
Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale (AN) was led by Cristiana 
Muscardini, MEP. 

High on the agenda was “respecting identity”, code for 
making everyone stay in their own country, and cooper- 
ation with North Africa and the Middle East, the coun- 
tries where they want refugees to remain. Some of the 
economic proposals put forward were reminiscent of 
those of Oswald Mosley in the postwar period, such as 
each European state giving a proportion — 1%, say — of its 
gross domestic product to the countries that produce 
economic immigrants in order to keep them at home. 

The group claims political legitimacy because its 
members are elected MEPs. But hovering in the back- 
ground are the Swiss far right, the Austrian far-right 
leader Jorg Haider and behind him, Colonel Gaddafi of 
Libya, who has arranged to increase Haider’s popularity 
by supplying his regional government in Carinthia with 
cheap petrol to sell on to his electorate. 

There are also strong suggestions that Gaddafi’s ges- 
ture is being backed up by large sums of petrodollars. 
How strange that our own government, with its avowed 
position against terrorism and regimes that support ter- 
rorism, should turn a blind eye to Libya’s new incursions 
into European extremist politics. Gaddafi’s previous 
European ventures have included financial support for 
Nick Griffin, now leader of the British National Party, and 
his “political soldiers” in the closing days of the old 
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National Front, and for both ultra-left and far-right ter- 
ror in Italy. 

Haider must have been really full of himself last 
month. On top of receiving the goodies from Tripoli, he 
was awarded the freedom of the north Italian town of 
Jesolo. No prizes for guessing who the town’s political 
masters are. 

His trip sparked clashes between left-wing youths and 
police. Scores of young people, many wearing motorcy- 
cle helmets, together with local communist politicians, 
confronted riot-clad police at barriers ringing the local 
town hall as Haider approached the building. Television 
footage showed police driving back the demonstrators 
by laying into them with batons. Haider later entered the 
building through a basement door, missing out on the 
red carpet rolled out for him at the main entrance. 

Another man giving a helping hand to the far right is 
Maxwell Rabb, a former US Ambassador to Italy. Rabb, a 
Cold War warrior, was visiting Rome for a gathering of 
the National Italian American Foundation — a title that 
calls to mind a well known film trilogy. While there he 
attended a private breakfast meeting in the via del 
Plebiscito on 8 June with Fini, Berlusconi and Casini, 
another Italian far-right politician. As they left the meet- 
ing Rabb put his arm around Fini’s shoulders and said 
they were “old friends”. 

Rabb is the man responsible for the attempts to secure 
an invitation for Fini to visit Israel. So far protests from 
the international Jewish community have kept him out, 
in contrast to Berlusconi who shed crocodile tears at an 
Israeli Holocaust memorial earlier this year. According 
to the AN’s official news service Rabb has a close friend- 
ship with Casini and Berlusconi as well as Fini. 

Details of past US interference in Italian politics are 
emerging as a result of an Italian commission inquiring 
into the terrorism of the postwar years. With time and 
the opening up of old CIA operational records much of 
the speculation that was passed off as left-wing propa- 





ganda at the time is turning out to be true. Bribery, 
bombing, murder and blackmail figure high on the list of 
crimes organised or facilitated by named US citizens 
and their Italian fascist and Christian Democratic allies. 


Far right fails to dent Gay Pride 
march in Rome 


Always looking for another bandwagon to leap upon, 
Italy’s far right joined the traditional right in the Vatican 
and mainstream political parties that have lost their guts 
to fight fascism, in an attempt to halt festivities marking 
international Gay Pride Day in Rome on 8 July. 

The Italian far right, which has in the past spawned a 
serial killer of gays and the murderer of Pasolini, the gay 
film director, now seeks to court popular support by 
attacking all gays in the run-up to next April’s elections. 

First the Rome City Council withdrew its financial 
support for the parade, then the police said they would 
make it illegal but sanction a fascist counter demonstra- 
tion, planned to end at the same site as the gay march. 

While even some left-leaning parties deferred to a 
campaign that was gathering strength with the support 
of rightwingers in the Vatican, Italy’s Jewish community 
stood by the gay community and was willing to break the 
law to defend its civil rights. 

The weekend before the parade around 250 fascists 
marched along part of the route waving the banners of 
Roberto Fiore’s fascist Forza Nuova. The FN’s claims of 
more than 1,000 participants were grossly exaggerated. 

On Gay Pride Day itself more than 250,000 gay people 
from Italy and around the world marched in Rome. As 
the fascists ran for cover, cancelling their demonstration 
in the face of massive opposition, “Fini was out of town” 
and Vatican support slumped, leaving only the Militia of 
Christ openly attacking the event. Many priests joined 
the marchers, together with many leftwingers who 
regained their courage. Amnesty International, which 
had declared 8 July a day of action against the death 
penalty, was also out in strength. 

One Italian Cabinet Minister “came out” as gay and 
Katia Bellilo, the minister responsible for equal rights, 
whose ministry had been forced to withdraw its spon- 
sorship of the event by Prime Minister Amato, proudly 
declared: “The Constitution has won. We are a demo- 
cratic country, an anti-fascist country and a tolerant 
country.” 

The political scientist James Walston wrote: “Against 
all expectations, the Vatican and the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy suffered tactical and strategic defeats, largely 
of their own construction”. 

What has shocked many Catholics internationally was 
the Pope’s subsequent personal condemnation of the 
Gay Pride events, placing himself alongside the likes of 
Fini and his followers and to some extent allowing the 
fascists to regain some of the huge ground they lost last 
month. 

Members of the European Parliament led by Michael 
Cashman had campaigned strongly for a large interna- 
tional presence in Rome on the day. The battle over sec- 
tion 28 was a major issue in Britain, Cashman had told 
the Berne seminar, and the Government was split over 
how to fight for its removal. 


Fascist website targets Jews 
and the left 


Maurizio Gasparri, deputy leader of the AN, who until 
1994 was still running around giving the fascist salute, 
has opened a website, on which he lists as many alleged 
communist and Jewish journalists he can think of. This 
is apparently in readiness for a fascist coalition 
Government next year, when everyone on his list will be 
purged from the state-run television and radio services. 
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Uncordial entente on the right 
From Reflex in Paris 


THE VIOLENT right-wing student outfit, Groupe Union 
Défense (GUD), whose history up to the early 1990s was 
the subject of an article in last month’s Searchlight, is 
one of the very few far-right groups that has managed to 
survive the long dominance of the Front National (FN). 

Its survival formula consists of a combination of a 
systematic recourse to violence, ideological instability, a 
rejection of the traditional fascist leader cult and a 
remarkable ability to replenish itself through the 
recruitment of very young activists. 

At first sight, the GUD’s strategy and policies are the 
opposite of those of the FN, which has constantly 
chased after respectability by seeming to play the dem- 
ocratic game. Unlike the GUD, for example, the FN has 
maintained a relatively stable political stance; it has 
built a rigid structure around the authoritarian person- 
ality of its leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, and most of its 
activists have not just left school. Nevertheless, the 
paths of the two organisations have often crossed in 
what has been essentially a love-hate relationship ever 
since the birth of the FN in 1972. 

At that time, Le Pen had two clear objectives: to weld 
the entire and very disparate extreme right into a seri- 
ous electoral contender and to isolate the French 
nationalist movement's most radical elements, not least 
the GUD, which viewed Le Pen as a sell-out merchant 
far too moderate for its tastes. 

History proved the volcanic Le Pen right and forced 
the GUD in the long term to try to accommodate itself 
to the FN’s preeminence on the right. At first, however, 
the GUD opted to operate independently where it was 
strongest, in the universities. Rivalry between the GUD 
and the FN led to frequent brawls between their 
activists up to the end of the 1980s in the GUD’s strong- 
hold, the university law faculty in Assas. 

In reality, the GUD’s war with the FN was blowing into 
a gale and as the FN started to mop up substantial votes 
in elections at all levels and increasingly to draw young 
people into its ranks, the GUD started to feel the pinch. 
To continue it needed a truce and, by 1987, the FN and 
GUD were to be seen demonstrating together on the 
Champs Elysées in Paris and “Gudards” were taking part 
much more frequently in the FN’s meetings. 

This was to the liking of the FN, the main aim of 
which in the student world was to soak up groups with 
a nationalist complexion in a bid to “federate” them into 
a single structure, exactly as it had done successfully 
with smaller nationalist groups outside the schools and 
universities during the 1970s and early 1980s. 

The pioneer of this plan was Le Pen’s right-hand man 
Carl Lang who, in 1989, put the finishing touches to this 
strategy by announcing the formation of the FN’s very 
own student front, Rénouveau Etudiant (RE). To ingrati- 
ate itself with a still rather suspicious GUD, the FN 
allowed the new group the luxury of a national-revolu- 
tionary stance while ensuring that the “parent party” 
retained tight organisational and financial control. 

This led to forms of activity which differed radically 
from those pursued by the main party. For example, RE 
staged paramilitary training at the estate of Katherine 
d’Herbais de Thun, an FN regional councillor in Picardy. 


By 1993, the GUD’s two leaders, Frédéric Pichon and 
Jildaz Mahé O’Chinal, were urging their activists to join 
RE. The result was an organisational breakthrough for 
RE in Paris but not a political one: it fared dismally in 
student elections. For GUD, the link with the FN was a 
strategic question, assisted by Le Pen’s “radical” support 
for Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War, which seemed 
to betoken a shift towards national-revolutionary ideas. 
The relationship also pushed forward the radicalisation 
of the FN’s youth movement, the Front National de la 
Jeunesse (FNJ). A key influence during this period was 
Le Pen’s son-in-law Samuel Maréchal, today number 
three in the FN. 

The new-found “unity” also produced more violence 
with joint assaults against left-wing opponents, evi- 
dence that the wedding with the FN had done nothing 
to curb the GUD’s violent instincts. But the marriage 
was not entirely harmonious. Some GUD activists 
found the arrangement with the FN uncomfortable and 
preferred to organise independently in the Union 
Nationale des Etudiants de Droit. 

At the end of the 1990s, divorce looked imminent, 
made more likely by the GUD’s fusion, together with 
Christian Bouchet’s Union des Circles Résistance and 
its youth offshoot, Jeune Résistance, into a straightfor- 
wardly national-revolutionary structure called Unité 
Radical. 

The break, however, had still not been finalised, even 
when all-out factional conflict erupted in the FN at the 
end of 1998 between Le Pen and his erstwhile deputy, 
Bruno Mégret. The GUD’s reaction to the political con- 
flagration that ripped through the FN was uncharacter- 
istically cautious: it waited to see which way the wind 
was blowing. 

Eventually, it opted for the wrong candidate, Mégret, 
and his new party, the Mouvement National, later the 
Mouvement National Républicain (MNR). The GUD’s 
choice was reflected by an increased presence of its 
activists at events organised by Mégret’s outfit and by 
the fact that it provided protection for him during the 
June 1999 European elections. 

This was natural. Mégret was always politically 
attractive to the young radical nationalists recruited 
into the police in the southern French city of Vitrolles, 
where his wife, Cathérine, was mayor. As recently as 5 
February, thugs from the GUD were on guard duty for 
Mégret at a demonstration of solidarity with Jorg Haider 
outside the Austrian embassy in Paris. 

However, it is doubtful whether the hardy perennial 
GUD will stay with the MNR for much longer. The 
MNR’s defeats both in elections and in court battles 
with Le Pen have left the party weak and, above all, 
strapped for cash. In the universities the pact is already 
crumbling, with the GUD not exactly rejecting overtures 
from structures linked to the FN. As can be seen, the 
GUD’s relations with other organisations, especially the 
EN, follow the dictates of expedience. 

Thus, when the FN looks strong, the GUD gets 
involved with it, hoping to take advantage of its profes- 
sionalism and financial clout, and when the EN is weak, 
like today, the GUD edges back towards violence. 
Neither the FN nor the GUD need each other to create a 
nuisance but both are aware that when they do form an 
entente they can be all the more dangerous. 
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REFLEXES 
magazine has 
produced a 
pamphlet 
documenting the 
GUD’s violent 
history. It is 
available from 
Réflex, 21 ter 
rue Voltaire, 
75011 Paris. 
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20 years ago 
Wimpy bar nazi 
in Cardiff 


UNREPENTANT Nazi, William 
Kraus, on the run from the 
German police for dubbing a 
Munich church with 
swastikas and organising the 
illegal German Nazi Party - 
the NSDAP - has been 
unearthed working in a 
Wimpy bar in St John Street, 
Cardiff. He claims that he is 
not involved in British poli- 
tics, but recently stayed with 
Norman Lewis, former organ- 
iser of the British Movement, 
in Penarth. Lewis has now 
started a group called the 


Patriotic Right, whose slogan is “Right Wing Without 
Racialism”. When interviewed, Kraus was planning his trip to 


the nazi rally at Diksmuide. 
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10 years ago 
Nazi killer gang 
resurfaces 


Police confiscated a pro- 
Hitler poster from British 
neo-nazi soccer fans in 
Cagliari during last month’s 
World Cup tournament in 
Italy. 

Though other British louts 
exhibited their capacity for 
Hitler salutes and over 400 
were thrown out of Italy for 
violent escapades, the level 
of trouble was lower than 
forecast... German hooligans 
were believed to have been 
responsible for antisemitic 


daubings at the entrance to Milan’s San Sira stadium. 
During the recent spate of antisemitic outrages across 
Europe, Italy was not immune and two cemeteries were dese- 


crated in Verona. 


Police believe that the attacks may have been the handi- 
work of the mysterious nazi “Ludwig” organisation, which in 
the early 1980s terrorised the city’s homosexuals and mur- 


dered at least six of them. 
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of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN). This deeply antise- 
mitic group had, in 1941, declared an independent 
Ukrainian state after the Germans had conquered the 
country. The declaration was made by Yaroslav Stetsko, 
with whom Birdwood became closely linked in a num- 
ber of right-wing anti-communist organisations. 

It was only after the death of Lord Birdwood, in 
January 1962, that she began to earn a reputation for her 
own political extremism. Initially this was a result of her 
work with the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations (ABN), an 
alliance of far-right émigré groups led by the OUN, but 
her reputation grew with the formation of the European 
Freedom Council (EFC) in 1967. This anti-communist 
body brought together the émigré organisations and 
political figures in Britain, France and Germany. 


Moral Crusader 
But it was her involvement in the moral crusading of her 
close friend Mary Whitehouse that capitulated 
Birdwood into the national headlines. As chairman of 
the London branch of the National Viewers and 











Listeners Association, she campaigned against pornog- 
raphy and obscenity on television and the stage. In July 
1970, after watching a performance of Oh Calcutta!, she 
walked into Kentish Town police station and com- 
plained to the duty solicitor about what she had seen. 

Her moral antics and political swing to the right 
brought her into conflict with her husband’s family, 
which privately had never forgiven her for the breakup 
of Lord and Lady Birdwood’s marriage. In 1971 they took 
out an advertisement in a national newspaper dissociat- 
ing themselves from her views. Many years later Lady 
Jane Birdwood’s own family was alienated, when British 
National Party supporters heckled and abused her sister 
for marrying a Jewish man, while she was attending one 
of Birdwood’s numerous court appearances for produc- 
ing and distributing antisemitic literature. She later 
wrote to Jane describing her hurt and requesting no fur- 
ther contact. 

Though unsuccessful in her bid to close down the 
plays, Birdwood remained undeterred. The following 
year she invoked an ancient statute against blasphemy 
in order to prosecute the producers of the anti-religious 
comedy, Council of Love. Despite winning the support of 
Norris and Ross McWhirter, the right-wing founders of 
The Guinness Book of Records, she again failed. 

The McWhirters were close personal and political 
friends. In the mid-1970s she joined forces with Ross 
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